
Heport on Ladles^ iJeet at S t a i r ^ 28th/29th Septeaiber 
Having discovered t h a t one 01* our p a r t y could read a map 

v;e decided bo embark on an ambitious day oat. For the second • 
time t h i s year the gods smiled upon us - warm s u n , c r i s p snow . 
a n d a 'nip' ( i n the a i r ) . . . •..» r' -

From Honister we traversed across t o Green Gable and Great 
Gable where we l e f t our pregnant .member t o gd back over Playstackh 
The remaining group continued over A i r k f e l l t 3 Black S a i l Pass and 
Looking Stead where another member declined.the o p p o r t u n i t y to . 
ecntinue up t o P i l l a r . The residue ciuickly completed the ascent, 
of P i l l a r , The descent proved to be r a t h e r more d i f f i c u l t than .. ••, 
a n t i c i p a t e d , A f t e r r e v e r s i n g a 2 0 f t . V„S. p i t c h , m u l t i t u d i n o u s 
w a t e r f a l l s e t c , v/e c o l l e c t e d our other member a t , the Black S a i l 
Youth Hosoel a mere hours l a t e r ' t h a n promised,. A \;elcome cup . 
of tea \]as produced when they sav/ our bedragled and wet c o n d i t i o n . 
iYe returned i n the dark over Grey ^i;notts t o Honister Pass and rushed 
t o the Pub» Dave i i a r l e , remarked t h a t i t was a good day's walk, on 
the s t r e n g t h o f which we picked b l a c k b e r r i e s on the Sunday.. 

S h i r l , Jennie^, Sue and Hath, 
i \ S a Ihe next Ladies deet hae b e e n arrang'ed f o r November 9 t h/lOth 
at L i t t l e Langdale, ^ny i n t e r e s t e d LADIKS please contact Chairman's 

Pooley Bridge ...eet, 22nd September •, p^j^^ Roscoe 
xi^ollowing the e n t r y i n the l a s t n e wsletter r e f e r r i n g t o r i o t s 

on the Dovedctle meet i t was obvious from the lack of booking t h a t 
Dave Larle*s comments were t a K e n s e r i o u s l y , vve Miust ensure i n 
f u t u r e t h a t h i s p r i n t e d wor^ must be h e a v i l y censored,' ',. ̂  ^ -

i-ieanvjhile back at Pooley Bridge the r a i n p a i d a v i s i t timed" to 
coincide w i t h our a r r i v a l but as avid readers of the newsletter w i l l 
know a mere r a i n shovjer. i s as nothing t o our s t a l w a r t members and 
we headed C j.uickly t o tne nearest cafe up at ^^irkstone Pass, 

R e g r e t f u l l y the f i r s t p a r t of the walk was undertaken i n • • • • 
occasional showers and mist and i t was w i t h saTie r e l i e f v»hen we 
looked f o r the su.,irait of High St r e e t t o the hard c o n t r a s t i n g 
colours showing bravely throu^^h over p a t t e r d a l e . The High S t r e e t 
area i s n o t one of the more densely populated areas i n the Lake 
D i s t r i c t and iz was most pleasant to look down i n t o the many cj.uiet, 
v a l l e y s w h i c h r a d i a t e away from High S t r e e t , 

Dampened s p i r i t s were f i r e d i n t o a c t i o n and we made pur way _ 
dov/n t o i i . i r K s t o n e t o consuiue vast q.uantities of tea and to be 
j o i n e d l a t e r by the party who had walked along lJllsw;ater Lake shore 
and been reasonably successful i n avoiding most of the bad weather 

Possibly on f u t u r e meets Laeiiibers are advised t o a m theAiiselves 
w i t h Uml>rellas and enjoy a " r i o t of fun", (i^ot one /Of my b e t t e r 
puns), PHR, 
fiexl Coach i^Ieet - Bri1nha.1i Rocks near Pateley Bridge of which ' ' 
Hasfett Smith wrote:- "nowhere are the grotesque forms which ' 
m i l l s t o n e g r i t d e l i g h t s t o assume more remarkable", ' • 



f o l l o w i n g ' appeals by the B r i t i s h Mountaineering Council f o r 
finances which would be channelled i n the... d i r e c t i o n • of i t ri .m̂: nber 
clubs, the '.ihitbread Foundation granted b u r s e r i e s f o r fout- p.*'i'ê ea-. 
o n the Coaches Climbing Course held a t Plas-y-Brenln t o whi':-'--. the - ' 
F.ivi.C, were able t o send C o l i n Green and r.HoR, 

The course which-started o n the Saturday evening q u i c k l y 
e s t a b l i s h e s a high p r i o r i t y on repe techni^iues pnd h i g h standards 
on belayiiig p r a c t i c e and enforces t h i s and w i t h simulated f a l l s o n 
a piece of apparatus named the j e i g h Drop dachir\e, "The various 
types of harness i n current use were discussed and when Colin was 
spun around o n h i s belay he wasted no tiine i n purchasing a d d i t i o n a l 
tape i n order t o improve h i s ,:-hillows Harness, 

The course moved out to a nearby outcrop i n order t o l e a r n 
the i n s t r u c t o r ' s aprjroach to teaching the rudiments o f climbing^ 

And then the weathei s t a r t e d , t o .elsh o n us='. 'The Course was ' • 
ODliged t o t a r n i t s attentiox : iS t o Tremadoc where we displayed o u r 
t a l e n t s i n iceexoing w i t h our a b i l i t y ^ C o l i n f i e l d i n g h i s leader o n 
Stromboli w h i l s t I f e l l o f f a f o o t p a t h and t o r e liga^aents i n my 
knee. ' . ' . " 

Further v i s i t s t o the ,«enalt; L l a n b e r i s , ivioelwyns and South 
Stocn followed interspersed w i t h s e l f rescue techniaues^ p r u s s i c i n g 
jumoring and an i n c r e a s i n g amount of f e a t s o f s t r e n g t h and d a r i n g . i 
a uiind boggling confusion of rope and s l i n g s . 

Fortunately? r e s p i t e f r o m the day's a c t i o n was found i n the 
eveing l e c t u r e s showing canoe ' t r i p s down the Grand Canyon^ winter" 
canping i n Wales^ s k i - i n g , o r i e n t e e r i n g , ecology and t h a t much 
.naligned i n s t i t u t i o n - i.-Iountain Leadership, a l l undertaiien by the 
r e s i d e n t i n s t r u c t o r s at Plas-y-Brenin, 

The week's a c t i o n culminated w i t h a '^Hey-nonny'' type . 
i n t e r l u d e and dance where the climbers displayed t h e i r n i f t y 
footwork on the f l o o r and gave vent t o t h e i r vocal, c a p a b i l i t i e s . 

A f i n e end to a successfiil weeks, l e a r n i n g and- our th^iniis are 
extended to a l l who made the WeeK something t o be reine^nbered, 

• P,H,R. 
"LIN^^GliJ" 5 U 0 f t r o u t e , h i g h l y recoinnended f o r those l i k e myself 
who viev/ w i t h alarm the d i f f i c u l t i e s a t South Stock but would 
sample the easier d e l i g h t s of the crag. ^ 

Descent from the "Break ±a the ; / a l l " on the f o o t p a t h to South ' 
Stock Lighthouse and coi.iinence at a horiz o n t a l ' f a u l t 50ft above 
highwater mark, (l-corthwest w a l l - Uouse t r a p Lowh) 
Follow f a u l t to huge ledg'-^ on belay. Continue to descending 
gangway and small blociizown, step awkwardly across slabs t o f i n e 
belay below bulging corner and belay t o i r o n stanchion. (Courtesy 
Bridge B u i l d e r ) Take d i r e c t l i n e up corner then step l e f t t o 
ascent d i a g o n a l l y to belay on oridge support, _ ^ ^ , 

HCm_ To BiiAT D.̂ VL :;.iJ;LE ..T H I S U^U GAJE " ' 
This su^imer was explore your own country^ The J^oj'th o f 

Scotland. unperturbed at what' the a f f e c t s of the s o c i a l f a b r i c 
might be of repeated Earle v i s i t s Anne and 1 set o f f v i a the 
Cairngorms f o r Durness, A11 thoughts of olimbing'nasty h i l l s . ' • 
vanished when we saw those white beaches. Instead we v/alked rounc 
the coast. Sandwood Bay was f a n t a s t i c ; .ailes o f empty .beach- _ 
punctuated at one end by ".̂ ^m B u c h a i l l e " , a patey climbed sea stacJc? 
and at the. other by c l i f f s s t r e t c h i n g away t o Cape Wrath, 
Remembering the worst t r a d i t i o n s o f the F.i/i,C* we staggered up 

/Stac P o l l y . 

-TBT 
Plas-y-Brenin 



stac f o l l y , Lnthiised again we made f o r Xorridon, ^nne wandered • 
o f f on her own and I cliiabed Liathach, Poucher reckons i t t o he 
one o f the best ridges i n the country, I Yrfouldn't disagree, Five 
miles of sandstone scrambling w i t h Ben Jiighe beside you, f a n t a s t i c 
views a l l ways and deer and hawk c o n t i n u a l l y appearing, 

i^evis and Coe were next but i t r a i n e d and rai n e d and the midge 
b i t e s were g e t t i n g midge b i t e s so we r e t i r e d t o Edinburgh and the 
F e s t i v a l , 

Chrxe and Anne. 
(Found out at l a s t I can claim to have rested my p o s t e r i o r on 
every beach i n Sutherland and ivester Ross, beats backing up 
h i l l by a .i!lle„ iiD) 

1̂ ;, rtales l^r^5: Sept„ R, YL Reeve 
Because of poor weather f o r e c a s t f o r Ben Nevis a F.i-loC, team 

of three, A. D u n h i l l , uL Tolley and R.v;. Reeve^ l e f t t h e F y l d e 
bound f o r the Vagabond Hut at want Peris« Saturday dawned b r i g h t 
and sunny and so something 'hard -was c a l l e d f o r ; , and we got i t f . 
"Vector" on Bviflch )[ lAoch a t Tremadoc, 

This v/as Andy's r o u t e , who, f o r t i f i e d by some strange impotent 
concoction at a wayside h o s t e l r y the n i g h t before, spared no mercy 
and climbed the-curx l i k e a two-year old. Like a l l c l a s s i c routes 
i t wasn't desperate but, instead, r e q u i r e d great nimbihe-footedness 
and confidence t o worn out the moves on the now famous "ochre-slab" 
Andy climbed t h i s without the a i d of the o b l i g a t o r y peg; a f i n e , 
testimony t o h i s present a b i l i t y on g r a n i t e , , ", 

The next serious p i t c h "v/ent" a t H.V.S. ' 
Strengthened by brews we decided t h a t " P e l l a g r a " , an extreme 

on Craig y C a s t e l l ought to be shown who's boss= u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
the ever t h r e a t e n i n g rain-clouds over-head drew these proceedings 
t o a h a l t but only a f t e r the f i r s t 2 of the 3 pitches,had been^ 
d e a l t w i t h , i^iick l e d up t o the f i r s t stance m a g n i f i c e n t l y ; t l i e 
grade was 'v^ettish mod. ' I took the lead on the second p i t c h 
v/hich was great f u n f o r i t had me guessing f o r t i u i t e a while, 
persistance i s r e q u i r e d t o work out the r e l a t i v e l y easy escape , 
from a seemingly ixupossiDle* s i t u a t i ^ o n ; the grade here, assui'aing 
you refuse t o be deceived. I s a safe H,V.S, 

i'iext day, i n search of d e f i n i t i v e climbing c o n d i t i o n s , the 
i.iousetrap Zawn at Anglesey, was v i s i t e d , . . Temperature, humidity, 
p r e v a i l i n g winds, rocK t e x t u r e , vvere all-'sussed out' (Andy's 
phrase); but the c o l o u r wasn't v ^ u i t e r i g h t so we l e f t to put , , , 
L i t t l e Orme C l i f f s on the F.4,C. map. ^ 

The low t i d e ax)proach vyas submerged wlien we a r r i v e d so the 
h i g h - l e v e l , c l i f f - t o p traverse 15uft, above the deep, was deemed-, 
necessary. This provided the biggest ' g r i p * of the weekend being 
throughout i t s e n t i r e kOO f o o t l e n g t h , damp and nasty, and, i n 
p l a c e s , only 5 inches wide. An outstanding f r e e a b s e i l do^vn t o , 
the r o c k pools landed us amongst a group of amused and Wellington-, 
booted youngsters who were out f o r an afternoon's paddle,. 
i-Tevertheless, a look at ''gemstone'', X.S,, made i t a l l seem worth-
'̂ ^̂ •̂ ^̂  FR0r4 THE EDITOR • , 

I have received the Inspector's Report on the proposals t o •. 
constru c t an o i l r i g f a c t o r y at Loch Aishorn, Anyone hoping that.-
f o l l o w i n g the Cc:incellation of the Drui'abuie j j r o ^ e c t t h e area was 
o f f i c i a l l y scenxcally sacrosanct w i l l be sorely disappointed as the 
scheme has been approvea. A p p a r e n t l y Druiabuie'was thrown out* , - • 
because of the a n t i c i p a t e d c a t a s t r o p h i c withdrawal symptoms of • the 
present l i m i t e d i n d u s t r i a l l i f e when the sceme f i n a l l y closed 



" I n an a r t a of g r e a t n a t u i ^ l beaut^/• Loch Aishorn i s q u i t e 
unspoili; and has i t s own sp e c i a l character. I t i s flanked by the 
high and impressive mountains o f Applecross t o the Morth and by 
s o f t e r r i s i n g land above the Aishorn settle.aents t o the South, 
Prom the Eastern head of the Loch there are f i n e v i e - s across the 
wate-' t o Syke and the G u i l l e n s , (These w i l l be t o t a l l y destroyed 
by 'he developnent,) The v/hole area i s of outstanding n a t u r a l 
be^Lity, 1$ i s ciuite u n s p o i l t and the small settle.nents hugging 
tje water side emphasise the scale of the lochs and the h i l l s 
j i s i n g from them„ " 

. . . _ , ... •., . p ( . _ 

Apart from t h e i r obnoxious ugliness the o i l r i g s would 
completely d'estroy the d e l i c a t e scale of the whole d i s t r i c t , •' 
Imagine d r i v i n g to "wastdale and f i n d i n g dozens of Blackpool 
Towers r i s i n g above the lake, . 

Stromeferry and Ploekton come i n f o r a bashing too - . 
" v j.uiet v i l l a g e s a t t r a c t i n g only those v;ho care to maKe the short 
detour. The a c t i v i t i e s and noise associated w i t h s h i f t i n g f a i r l y -
l arge ^ l a a n t i t i e s o f heavy m a t e r i a l s would undoubtedly harm the 
amenities. " 

You're not kidding,' Sounds as i f v/e would a l l be b e t t e r o f f 
spending our holidays watching"the b u i l d i n g o f the Blackpool t o 
Preston motorway; • " ' 

AS i n a l l these schemes only the barest minimiura i s l a i d 
before the p u b l i c gaze. Already there have been proposals f o r 
two q u a r r i e s i n the regioHo The power supply, although adequate 
f o r the present conimunity, w i l l not support Clyde-side type ship 
yards and proposals are already being rushed through t o march the 
pylons down the glens. 

I n a l l 17 schemes along the V/est and North Coast are a w a i t i n g 
approval. I t saddens me t h a t my long holiday taken t o pay my l a s t 
respects to the west Highland Coast i^^y indeed have proved - .* 
necessary. Time i s running out f o r v*/hat many consider t o be the 
f i n e s t scenery i n the worlds The Scots i n t e n d f o l l o w i n g the 
t r a d i t i o n s of the vjelsh manifested i n the c r e a t i o n of the Snowdonia 
I n d u s t r i a l ParK, They may v / e l l heed the words of the Brah'am Seer 
who, among many other s t a r t l i n g pred«.Gtions a c c u r a t e l y f o r e c a s t 
the course of S c o t t i s h H i s t o r y d e s c r i b i n g the clearances and mass 
emigration t o unKnowTx isla n d s (e,g„ i^ew Zealand), the coming of 
sheep and l a t e r deer on the h i l l and the l o s s of ownership of the 
land t o f o r e i g n consortiuius, x\ext we await the' "coming of the 
• h o r r i d black r a i n s " , ( O i l v ) which w i l l sfee the depojiulation of 
the land by the forerunners of the Scots, These happen t o be the • 
I r i s h who w i l l be pacKing the work camps of the nest Highlands 
j u s t ' as s u r e l y as they do the East, The l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n are taken 
up w i t h f o r e s t r y , c r o f t i n g and f i s h i n g anyway. The e f f e c t of these 
proposals on the inshore f i s h i n g has not been considered, 'dor are 
there any f i r m proposals concerning the r e s t o r a t i o n of the s i t e ; 
which i s only necessary a f t e r 2o years and the^ionly i f the s i t e i s 
not being used, 

iU'»;S Ai'iD IiMPQRr/iATIOI-;i 

The Club L i b r a r y i s now housed under one ro o f a t 31 Chester 
Avenue, Poulton, i n the care of .Jr D„ Earle t o whom a l l req.uests 
f o r the in^ps, guides and voluines as l i s t e d should be ̂ ade-. 

I t was considered t h a t t o encourage greater, use the l i b r a r y 
should be housed at the huts but i n view of the large nuiiiber of 
ir r e p l a c e a b l e C o l l e c t o r s Items involved i t was f e l t unwise, Aany 
monthly books are f r e e l y a v a i l a b l e so stop-worryihg about the-
l a t e s t pegs f o r a i d and r e l i v e some of the epics of yesteryear 
when vou-had t o unrone t o nat on a runner. Som^ of thf^aft hook-R 



To r e - i t e r a t e iny f i r s t p o i n t I should ^•.•atefur..\i'''^ :JL 
would a l l search your consciences and your book^l .cs 
i n f o r m me o f the whereabouts of the f o l l o w i n g c No actl^^vn w i l l 
be taken against the present "owners", of course, : . 

iviountaineering i n Scotland Murray 
iviount-Blanc photos T a i r r a j . / . 
Our Everest .^.dventure Hunt 
Climbing i n B r i t a i n , Banford ' . 
Norway . ' Tinders 
Alps i n 136U Vol, 1 ' , ' -
Walkers Guide t o V a l a i s , 

I t i s hoped to persuade J.J, t o put on enoth-sr oi i of h i s 
productions at the club dinner again. Anyone i n t e r e s t i n • ... ̂  
t a k i n g p a r t should iiiako h i m self known t o Jack, j . ; 

The f o l l o w i n g members are welcomed i n t o the club, . • 
Dr R ;;lardock Mr C Busby •• • 
ivliss M J Cross Mr G H i l l 
Mr T" .elsh • i v j ? 3 Norv/ood 
iir J Ismay {•.•iiss :L: E a w c l i f f e 
ivlr S Halton 3 Power 

Mr R Brookes 
Hli-TS FOE HuT USERS 

f 
Please take away a l l yodr empty m i l k b o t t l e s . They are not' 

c o l l e c t e d l o c a l l y as the b o u t l e necKs are a smaller size t o the 
r e s i d e n t i a l b o t t l e s , I found over 5C outside Langdale earl,ier 
t h i s year. You would have thought the penny would have dropped 
w i t h someone by thenc 

The club huts are wOT a v a i l a b l e on the f o l l o w i n g dates, • 
S T A I R LITTLE L.UlGD.->LE 
£5/27 October 18/20 October ' . 
8/10 November * 1/3 Novemoer 
22/2/+ November ' 15/17 Noveiflber 
13/15 December b/8 December 

John's new address and -uelephone nanoer i s , -
2k Scot Close, Jiartono Tel. Blackpool o8399 

pLJTJRj. EVLNTS 

October 19/2U Jeginners rockclimbing. S t a i r , 
Oi^tbbor 27 Coach deet Brimhaai ROCKS 
v-jovember 2/3 .'orK .jeekend S t a i r 
Noveaiber 16/17 P o t h o l i n g L a s e g y l l 
rlov, 30/Dec, 1 'work \Jeekend Langdale 
SOClxiL STLLABUS 
October 16 PreBeginners iJeet, Rangers 
Noveiiiber 13 Paul Nunn B r i t i s h «jinter Climbing Raikes 8 p,m. 

T i c k e t s 30p, 
November 20' Big Boot B a l l Rangers ChicKen B u f f e o t , Bacon" 

B u t t i e s , Reduced Beer ±-rices. Disco, 8,3*^ p,ur, 
t o 9,30 p,m„ T i c k e t s 80p,-


