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GROVEL 

P y l d e ' s answer to the Steam Team - ''The I n f a n t i-rodigy" and 
Dave A r c h e r s u c c e s s f u l l y C l i m b e d "Zei^o G u l l y " on Ben Nevis„ 
''Vanishing G u l l y " a l s o took a bashing,, HS f a r a s I know Zero 
was l a s t climbed by a i<'ylde member s e v e r a l y e a r s back by the 
l a t e Dave " F i n g e r s " ivIorris„ Though Aen u l a r t i n , who l i v e s 
b e n e a t h the Ben a t P a s s f e r n , has no doubt been bending h i s neck 
on h a r d r o u t e s t h i s w i n t e r o ( I t s h o u l d be rememoered t h a t Ken 
made an e p i c a s c e n t o f V a n i s h i n g i n March '73, u s i n g a v a n i s h i n g 
a x e l ) 

C o n s i d e r i n g the a.nount of snovi' we've had s i n c e rlovember c o n d i t i o n s , 
u p - t o d a t e , have been v a r i a b l e ^ I f you want t o have a f a i r c r a c k 
a t the h a r d e r i c e r o u t e s the answer seems to be t o l i v e i n the 
H i g h l a n d s f o r the seasono i.'Odioci-e t o r e a s o n a b l e , though w i t h 
p e e n t y of s p i n d r i f t , c o n d i t i o n s can be had betv>/een s u c c e s s i v e low 
f r o n t s . i f you are t h e r e to nab ino Some of t h e most s u c c e s s f u l , 
c u r r e n t , S c o t t i s h and E n g l i c h i c e - c l i m b e r s i n the A l p s , 
T e r r y ^^ing (used to c l i m b w i t h O o l i n Green, you know) 
Gordon S n i t h , and A l e x r.'clntyre ( S h roud, C e n t r a l C o u l o i r , e t c . ) 
who might have done n e a r l y a l l of the h a r d r o u t e s on t h e Ben, 
p l u s some-new one ( I n d i c a t o r - v^/all, C l a v Route) between them, have 
a l l , a t one time or a n o t h e r , s p e n t vvinters l i v i n g i n c a r a v a n s 
n e a r P o r t i i l l i a : : ! , p o i s e d to have a prod when c o n d i t i o n s proved 
favourable„ 

I n G lencoe t h a t landed p e rsonage i.Ir C Green made a n i f t y a s c e n t 
of "The Gash" ( 3 A l ) i n poor to medium c o n d i t i o n s , e a r l y i n F e b r u a r y . 
John S e a l e y , B a r b a r a and i-^etu Roscoe had a l o n g e p i c i n "rJo„ k 
G u l l y " ,(3/U) on Aonach Dubh, vVest Pace, i n poor c o n d i t i o n s . They 
j o i n e d the happy throng o f n i g h t c l i m b e r s by f i n i s h i n g t h e r o u t e 
a t dusk (i'ete i s s e r i o u s l y t h i n K i n g of h o c k i n g t h a t d u b i o u s trophy 
"the mug", b e f o r e the next a n n u a l d i n n e r - he s a y s he i s c o n c e r n e d 
about a l l a s p e c t s of r a i s i n g f u n d s f o r the c l u b , ) 

I c e c o n d i t i o n s have been good i n ,i»'ales t h i s w i n t e r ; e a s y r o u t e s 
were i n c o n d i t i o n as e a r l y as December 1 s t on t h e B l a c k L a d d e r s . 
High above Ggwen on "Glogvi/yn Da G a i l y " (i+; s h o r t and t e c h n i c a l ) 
C o l i n e x c e r c i s e d h i s new axe e a r l y In J a n u a r y , I r e p e a t e d t h e 
r o u t e w i t h Dave Hinton and i t i s a c l i m b t h a t I h i g h l y recommend. 
B e i n g one of the h i g h e s t g u l l i e s i n .-.'ales i t i s o f t e n i n c o n d i t i o n 
when t h e nearby K i t c h e n i s not, ' . 

Meanv/hile back on rock, Shepherd's a f f i x i a n a d o "The I n f a n t Poodigy" 
r e c e n t l y ascended "The Bludgeon" (extreme c l i m b i n g f o r l u f e e t to 
t h e B e l v e d e r e ) . T h i s i s a r e l a t i v e l y sa.fe c l i m b to f a l l from as 
s e v e r a l P y l d e members can v e r i f y ^ The Bludge.on: r e a l Cosmic babyl 

Vi/hile a l l t h i s was going on K e i t h L o c k e t t has been underground, 
Nhen he was t h e r e he d i d ",;'!ere G i l l " ; i t i s a h i g h s t a n d a r d of 
p o t t i n g achievement t h a t c o n t a i n s a 5^0 f o o t p i t c h w i t h o u t l a d d e r s , 
.-.eith's p a r t n e r i n grime was ^^.asil B r u s h (he keeps popping up 
everywhere' ) 
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..Oi-iKING V/E£:CENDS:-
•'.tair: November ^ t h I 
Tho v;orkin,'-; v/̂ ekcn'-''. was brou::ht forv/ard t o allov; members to do a l i t t l e work i n \ 
the (-rounds and put on a small b o n f i r e f o r the c h i l d r e n . Nov; fences were oroctedl 
hedges t i d i e d , ccLiraon room cleaned, scrubbed and p a i n t e d , and t o i l e t s , k i t c h e n 
( w i t h ±tii new cooker) and d r y i n r room washed out. 
•jaturday ovonincj; "--s celebrated w i t h a b o n f i r e , followed by r o a s t potatoes, 
t r e a c l e t o f f e e and home brewed plonk a l l accompanied by pyrotechnic displays 
l a i d on by the k i d s . 
/iftv.'r an e a r l y v/crkin'i s t a r t on Sunday the afternoon v;as f r e e f o r attempts on 
tlie l o c a l sui r.iits (Grizedalc P i k e ) , v/ith the b i g mountain m.on oOiriCi ^"cross t o 
Shepherd's to do Fisher's F o l l e y , L i t t l e Chamonix, Shepherd's Chimney, Scorpion 
and then t o Brown Slabs t o witness various t r i a l s of a b i l i t y i n tho f a i l i n e ; l i g h t . 
Than!<cs are recorded to those people whos^ cc-nacientious e f f o r t s c o n t r i b u t e t o an 
e V e r ii.-.^.roving standard of -ccoiriodation. 

P . n. -I^osGoe 

L i t t l e Langdalo: 
Tho usuo-l party of the i l a r l e s , the .lealeys and f r i e n d (perm any one or two from 
i.bout four; i n t h i s case i t was P. Gierke) v/orked v-^-ry hard t o b r i n g the cottage 
u]; t o scr-'tch and to c o h i p c n c e t ] - ; ^ s u b s t a n t i a l improvements i i ' h i c h the place 
deserves (denied f o r so long by the great,- but d i m i n i s h i n g , d e b t ) . I t s e e r i s a. 
p i t y th..^ Club c a n ' t summon b i t morv,- er.thusism, but I suppOi^o as wo seem to b o 
p r a c t i c a l l y the only people who use the hut r e g u l a r l y i t s only f a i r t h a t we do 
; ' - l l the work. The particul-.rl:,' d i r t y jobs o f course f e l l to tho Junior s e c t i o n , 
\iho \-ier-j also i n attendance. 
The car park was tj.died up and vast q u a n t i t i e s o f k i n d l i n g acquired as a r e s u l t 
of h r . oharples ' s p o l l a r d i n g (the.t sounds n.asty Dave) l a s t ' y e a r . Each bed now 
has a new m^'-ttress; a l l the old on^s were burnt i n a magnificant blaze, iiembers 
w i l l not be surprised t o l e a r n th-.t "Fyro ^ealey'' f a i l e d to i g n i t e the " p i l e , even 
w i t h a blow lar.p. However, combustion was ..ventnally achieved with the a i d o f 
a fow s t i c k s - I should h.'-ve be^n a boy acout. The men's dormitory v;as cleaned, 
and t h r ^ o w a l l s and the c e i l i n g o f the other dormitory painted. Tho f o u r t h w a l l 
war:, demolished p r i o r t o i t s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n on a sounder basis. I n the maeantime, 
i t w i l l bo knov/n as the Bari-Boo room, f o r obvious reasons. 

« Dave L a r l e 

Sta.ir Hut ..eet: 6/7 Janu:^ry 
I n viev; of tlie mieet leader's i'-pending parenthood again, I was prom:oted t o the 
e x a l t e d p o s i t i o n of deputy m.eet lo;ider; .a l o n e l y post f o r only one other couple 
cmd a L r . P. Cl.-rk'O disturbed t h e peace of S t a i r . 
Saturday aav/ the most fabulous weather f o r moiiths, w i t h blue skies above vand mist 
l i n g e r i n g below. Dervjontvfater l a y under a great sea of c o t t o n wool v/hich lapped 
s i l e n t l y against the b i l l s . 
Dov;n i n t o the mist an''', onto Seathwaite, fror: where an hour's hard work brought us 
to tho sun .e.nd breathless a i r again. A l l -.roun 1 the i.-.ist was breaking r e a v e a l i n g 
the patchwork o f f i e l d s s t i l l white w i t h f r o s t and tl-ie IcJ-ces blue ajid s t i l l 
i'lon.; the Gable traverse we went, w i t h .enaefell s t i c k i n g out of the sea of clouds, 
u n t i l v/e ree.ched Mapes Needle. Here Paul g l e e f u l l y produced rQpe from h i s 
sack. :..nd w i t h John d i d Needle i.rcte before progrc.sing t o the summit. V/e followed 
the- trave-rsc- f u r t h e r round and scrambled up Sphinx r i d g e , r e v e l l i n " ; i n the pan-
or̂ '.ma which extended from the :.c ,>t t iGh mountains p r o t r u d i n g throu.gh t h e i r mist, 
-'own to th., clag o f Blackpool. 



BUSINESS IMEWS 

RI SE_.IN_ _A_P AL SUBSCRIPT I OK S 

Those members who w i s h t o r e t a i n membership of the c l u b and have 
not y e t p a i d t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n s s h o u l d do so by March 31st, 

SIrJGLE PULL AErffiLR: /32. 50 p e r annum 
iVlARRIED COUPLE SUBS:' . £i4-„ 00 p e r annum 

B Q D D I I N G T O N ' S D R A U G H T B i f T E R U N T I L 1 P.ivl. 

The above named nourishment may be o b t a i n e d w e l l p a s t m i d n i g h t 
on S a t u r d a y s a t C h a r l e y ' s Bar, R i g b y Road ( R o y a l P a v i l i o n ) 35 p, 
a f t e r 10.30 p„m. D i s t i n c t i v e atmosphere 

DiiVE SHi^RPLES RIDES IIM i ^ S SOC. SEC. 

Dave, noted f o r good s o c i a l s y e a r s ago, i s b a c k i n the d r i v i n g 
s e a t . To h e l p t h i s f u n d / f u n r a i s i n g s i d e of t he c l u b send i n a s 
many i d e a s a s p o s s i b l e to Dave ( a d d r e s s i n imminent b o o k l e t ) . 
Thanks go to K e i t h f o r t h e p a s t y e a r , 

I^;V EDITOR FOR I^EWSLETTER 
R i c k Reeve: new e d i t o r of N e w s l e t t e r , 
u r l t e t o him about what you have been doing c l i m b i n g , e x p l o r i n g , 
w a l k i n g , e t c , and about y o u r v i e w s on the h u t s , how t h i n g s c a n 
be improved, meets, e t c , e t c , 
ADDRESS: l 6 Dover Road, lA a g h u l l , L i v e r p o o l L31 5JH. 

KE'.; VAGABONDS BOOKING SEC, ' . . i, 
To book PAI\iT Y PROrJ c o n t a c t ^Andrew B a r n e s , 36 L a n g d a l e Road, 
Bebington, V / i r r a l , i / I e r s e y s i d e , L 6 3 3AW, Home phone: 051-334-5Ul3« 
B u e i n e s s 051-6i4-5-2000 E x t , 8170, • Important b l o k e i s Andrew' 

LOOKING INTO THE DIM AITO NON-EXISTENT_P A S T 

P e r h a p s a r e a s o n why you don't see the o l d p a l s i n t he c l u b 
anymore i s b e c a u s e t h e y c l e a r e d o f f l o n g ago ( d r i v e n o u t ? ) . 
I n my p o s s e s s i o n I have B r i a n v ' J i l K i n s o n ' s . o r i g i n a l . book of mem.bers. 
I t h a s been p a s s e d t o ea c h E d i t o r s i n c e 1971; t h e r e have been 
nuinerous c r o s s i n g s - o u t / a d d i t i o n s a s members come and members go, 

187 iiiembers i n B.vV.'s s c r i p t ( j o i n e d , pre-1972) ^ 
• 60 members i n B.V/.'s s c r i p t remain. 

T h i s l e a v e s 100 {G2/j) people i n t h e c l u b who have j o i n e d s i n c e 
1972, There a r e 3k3 names ( c r o s s e d and u n c r o s s e d ) i n t h e book. 
T h i s means t h a t I83 people have l e f t the c l u b s i n c e the e a r l y 
s e v e n t i e s , ./here do we go from hereV 

P E T E ROSCOE ;/lADE HONORARY L I P E ivIEivIBER . , 
J o i n i n g Mr and Mrs R. E . Legge,.Mr and Mrs J , J o w e t t and 
Mr and Mrs J Cooper, Mr and Mrs P Roscoe have e n t e r e d t h e 
h a l l o w e d r a n k s of Honorary L i f e Meiiibers, P e t e was a d r i v i n g 
f o r c e i n the a c q u i s i t i o n of the S t a i r Hut and .has i n i t i a t e d many 
b u i l d i n g programmes s i n c e . I t i s o n l y f i t t i n g t h a t the Club's, 
h i g h e s t token of r e g a r d be bestov/ed upon someone who, so o f t e n •:• 
has g i v e n up h i s ovm time i n c l u b s e r v i c e f o r t h e b e n e f i t of h i s .,• 
f e l l o w members, 

. ' - h - . 

m 



NUCLEAR W A S T E P L A N FOR LAIvE D I S T R I C T 
The United .vingdom Atomic E n e r g y A u t h o r i t y i s a t p r e s e n t working 
on a r e s e a r c h program^ne t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 
h a r d roc.': f o r m a t i o n s a t d e p t h s of up t o 2,U0U f t , and i n c l u d e d 
i n the survey a r e a r e a s around E s k d a l e , E n n e r d a l e and Skiddaw, 

The l o c a t i o n s may become underground dutnping s i t e s f o r n u c l e a r 
vmste. 

The UiLAEA have s a i d t h a * no a c t u a l d r i l l i n g s i t e s had been 
i d e n t i f i e d a s y e t . They added t h a t the aim o f t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
was t o f i n d l a r g e s t a b l e s o l i d b l o c k s of h a r d r o c k , 

^ case f o r l o b b y i n g y o u r MP,, h e r e ( a d d r e s s : House of Commons), 

SUMitoRY REPORT OF 28th A,G,M, ( 2 3 o 2 , 7 7 ) 
Only a f a i r t u r n o u t : about f i f t y odd f u l l members p l u s t e n 
i n t r o d u c t o r y members, C h r i s H e a l d and p e t e L a t i m e r t r a v e l l e d 
i n from L e e d s f o r the mee t i n g - w e l l done,' 

I n h i s a d d r e s s t h e Chairman s a i d t h a t on the h i l l a h i g h s t a n d a r d 
of c l i m b i n g was v ; e l l m a i n t a i n e d , Flowever, v / i t h i n t h e C l u b , 
d i v i s i o n s between t h e age-groups were g r e a t e r novi t h a n f o r many 
y e a r s and t h i s was a d i s c o u r a g i n g t r e n d . F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e 
i n c r e a s e i n wanton damage and v a n d a l i s m a t the h u t s had to s t o p . 

The T r e a s u r e r s t a t e d t h a t : '76 was a good f i n a n c i a l y e a r , w i t h 
the c l u b a c c r u i n g o v e r ,o7uO th r o u g h i n c r e a s e d G u e s t / O t h e r C l u b s 
u s e ; b ut use by members had slumped c o n s i d e r a b l y . S o c i a l 
e x p e n c e s broke e v e n (though t h e f i g u r e s were m i s l e a d i n g owing 
to t h e i n c l u s i o n of Rangers F e e s ) ; r u n n i n g c o s t s f o r '77 were 
g l o o m i l y p r o j e c t e d - S t a i r c o s t s - =S800, j u s t i n s i d e e x p e c t e d 
r e c e i p t s ; L i t t l e L a n g d a l e c o s t s - c o 5 5 0 w e l l i n e x c e s s o f 
a n t i c i p a t e d income. 

R e g a r d i n g F u t u r e C l u b P o l i c y i t was a c c e p t e d t h a t a shower and a 
new ty p e of w a t e r - h e a t e r ( f o r the wash room) be i n s t a l l e d a t L i t t l e 
L a n g d a l e , A S p o r t s C o u n c i l G r a n t , t a r m a c i n g t h e c a r p a r k and 
t u r n i n g a r e a , c l e a n i n g up t h e b i n a r e a , were a l l proposed f o r 
f u t u r e d i s c u s s i o n by. the Committee, At S t a i r , more bed s p a c e i s 
to be p r o v i d e d by e x t e n d i n g t h e men's d o r m i t o r y i n t o p a r t of t h e 
common room; c e r t a i n w a l l s u r f a c e s a r e t o be p a n e l l e d . Gas 
c o o k i n g f a c i l i t i e s , a r e to be i n t r o d u c e d . 

Annual s u b s c r i p t i o n s were r a i s e d t o £2,5u p e r annum, and m a r r i e d -
s u b s c r i p t i o n s were r a i s e d t o £ U » 0 0 p e r annum f o r t h w i t h . I t was -
a g r e e d t h a t p a r t of t h e new r a t e v/ould pay f o r p r i n t i n g / p o s t a g e 
c o s t s of the N e w s l e t t e r , v/hich undei' nev/ e d i t o r s h i p , i s t o be 
p u b l i s h e d b i - m o n t h l y on a r e g u l a r b a s i s . F o r those s t i l l t o pay 
subs f o r 1977 (due 1st J a n ) the new r a t e a p p l i e s ; f i n a l d a t e f o r 
a c c e p t a n c e i s March 31st, 1977= ( s e e note on t h i s e l s e w h e r e ) „ 
O v e r n i g h t g u e s t c h a r g e s have been r a i s e d t o 6 0 p . 

iVith t h e p r o v i s o t h a t both h u t s had t o be f r e e of " o t h e r c l u b " 
b o o k i n g s Mr ,D Smith's i d e a of " F a m i l y .-ieekends", a t one of the 
h u t s , was c a r r i e d , 

jVELCCME TO NEW MEi.IBER, 

Miss A H a l l i s a d m i t t e d a s a f u l l member of the Club, 



The f o l l o w i n g laember.s were elected: 

Chairman: 
Vice Chairaan: 
S^ecretary:. 
Treasurer: 
Social Secretary; 

luike T o l l e y 
Pete Poscoe 
Pete Labimer 
George Parker 
P i l l ("rowshav/ 

Langdale Hut Sec: 
S t a i r Hut Sec: 
Booking Secretary: 
Auditor: 
Committee Liembers: 

Dave Earle 
D e r r i c k Smith 
John Sealey 
Geoff K i p l i n g 
Pranlc Lord 

and 
Jack Jov/ett 

Peter and Chris Hcald servo f o r one more year on the Committee 

- Some r e c h ' i i l i g but not meaiy nev faces. B i l l Crovvshaw succeeds Lurch 
as S o c i a l Secretary. /L dedicated exponent of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l rope, B i l l 
v / i l ] , be l o o k i n g towards Prance or Horwaj'- f o r s o c i a l i n s p i r a t i o n . Prank 
Lord and Jack Jowett v/ere elected t o the Corimittee. Both long time members 
of the Club, they o f f e r a c o n t i n u i t y of experience, and exp e r t i s e i n eqtiip-
ment seiles and high a l t i t u d e piano t u n i n g . 

The reader may now bo saying how come we have a l l these l o n g standing 
members on the Committee \?hen v/e nov/ have so many new young members? Good 
question but then i f very fev7 younger members bother t o a t t e n d the iuG.lJ. 
the po\;er s t r u c t u r e w i l l remair' as i t has done i n times pact. The remedy 
l i e s i n the hands of anyone v;ho i s s u f f i c i e n t l y i n t e r e c t e d t o change the 
s i t u a t i o n . 

llcw Iiembers: 
.••̂e welcome Thorn. C a r r o l l , Pmssell Smith, D. P a r r e l l and David and Iirme 
Parker as nev/ members, B a r r i c S t o t t , Ken Hale a.nd IJargaret and C h r i s t i n e 
Jo'./ett become f u l l members. 

ODDS AND S O D S : 

: The iiangcrs now has a telephone: Blackpool 3308. Use i t on a 
'..'odnesday t o arrange v/eek-crid t r i p s e tc. 

Apologies t o ary nev/ members \/ho were misled by the f a l s e address of the 
Piangers given i n the l a s t Kev/cletter. The c o r r e c t address i s : Fleetwood 
PtOad, Horbreck (adjacent t o the Golf D r i v i r g Aange). 

:George requests the payment o f t h i s year's s u b s c r i p t i o n s - due on the 
1st January 1974. ' • 

; The Club now has space i i t tho Gazette & Herald each week f o r !""ountaineering 
a r t i c l e s . /uyone w i s h i i g t o v/r i t e a piece v/ould be V e r y welcome - lor./ard 
i t to me and I ' l l submit i t . H.B. Anyone does j lean anyone - \/e're not j u s t 
i n t e r e s t e d i n the e x p l o i t s o f hard climbers," They form a m i n o r i t y i n the 
Club and shouldn't e x t i n g u i s h anything t l i a t beginners or walkers have t o 
say. I n t e r e s t comes from the s t y l e of an a r t i c l e - not ne c e s s a r i l y i t s 
content. 

''Dave P o r r i s I'Jcmorial Appeal" : i s being, arranged by Cockermouth f o u n t a i n 
•'escue Team. Any i n d i v i d u a l donations 
should be sent d i r e c t t o the fund: c/o 
Pete Chandler, Banks Ironmongers, 

' i l a i n S t r e e t , Cockermouth. 
The money v / i l l be used to buy geaz- f o r the Rescue Team. 

: Easter lleet - GLPIJ-DOLL : The hut booking has been cancelled because of 
la c k 01 support and arrangement of an a l t e r n a t i v e 
meet t o Glen B r i t t l e , Skye. 
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EPICS AND ADVSNTURES 

lU S S A P C H OP SNOV/ PETS ROSCOE 

The Club hi.ve f o r many yearc organised an a r j i u a l coach meet to the Lake
land h i l l s t o seek out the snow covered h e i g h t s . To the liountaineer the 
pleasures of a cummer day are as nothing compared w i t h the joys of c r i s p 
snow underfoot and ice-axe c u t t i n g steps; -with, fragments of ice t i r l c l i n g 
t h e i r way dovmwards as the climber makec his way t o the surimit of h i s 
chosen peak. 

Un f o r t u n a t e l y , these days are seldom. This time we managed occasional 
glimpses' of the sno'/ covered tops from the coach as v/e approached P a t t e r -
dale. The m a j o r i t y of the party decided to do S t r i d i n g Edge. This 
approach t o H o l v e l l y n i s enjoyed i n cvimmer as a c l a s s i c r i d g e v/alk, but 
under a mantle of snov/ i t takes on a more serious aspect and has been the 
scene of serious accidents. 

During the walk v/e ei.joyed the company of two P a t i o n a l Park Wardens and 
heard a t f i r s t hand t h e i r numerous accounts of the t r i a l s and t r i b u l a t i o n s 
of p a t r o l l i n g such areas of the Lake D i s t r i c t . Purther evidence of the 
respect demanded under the e x i s t i n g c o n d i t i o n s became obvious when the 
party had t o render assistance t o a climber, i n j u r e d i n a s l i p on the snow 
covered rocks, and escort him. down t o the v i l l a g e . 

Tho summit of H e l v e l l y r resembled s o L i e k i : d of A r c t i c waste; photos were 
taken of ice-covered eyebrows a; .d h a i r . I t v/as uncomfortable to l i n g e r i n 
the d r i v i n g wind so we dropped down q u i c k l y past G-riaedale Tarn back to 
tho waniitli of Patterdale and the coach t o exciiange uiemories of the day and 
hope f o r b e t t e r conditions next timio. 

SmDAY rpETS GEORGE PUSCEE 

The Sunday meets orgai'i.sed by D e r r i c k and myself f o r those mx-iaberc unable 
to got aw£iy f o r the whole V7eek-end have been held each month since October , 
More t r i p s are planned f o r the f u t u r e . Anyone i n t e r e s t e d , please contact 
Derrick o r myself 

VAGABONDS CLUB 25th APPU.X DINNER , COLIP GREEN 

Imagine the scene a t Nant Peris or February 16 >/ith over 2 5 cars manoeuvring 
i n the immediate v i c i n i t y of the .Vagabonds' Cottage - ant-y-fror.. Add a 
force 8 gale, t o r r e n t i a l r a i n , a boozy Club dinner and an a f t e r dinner b a r r e l 
and you have snm,e idea of v/hat conditions ?^ere l i k e i n the cottage. A very 
hospitable l o t , though, these Vagabonds and q u i t e a b i t smoother than the " . 
narie suggests. The dinner was held a t the iioyal V i c t o r i a H o t e l , L l a n b e r i s 
and an e x c e l l e n t meal was provirKd. The Vagabonds c l e a r l y r e a l i s e d the 
importance of the o f f i c i a l P.I'.C. guest who was' seated on the top t a b l e , 
('.'here e l s e ) and sup, l i e d v/ith f r e e v/ine. They also made cure I won a 
b o t t l e of wliisky i i ; tlie r a f f l e . I t was s h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s p o i n t t h a t things 
began t o b l u r r ; but an a u t h o r i t a t i v e source t e l l s me t h a t the f e s t i v i t i e s 
a t the cottag;o died down a t about 6 a.m. I died dov/n about f o u r hours 
p r e v i o u s l y . 

On the mountaineering side, the Club,which i s only 4 5 strong, boasts a 
number of hard lads i n c l u d i i i g Pete Ainks and Alan Rouse v/ho are c u r r e n t l y 
i n South /jiierica t r y i n g t o put up a ne\ route on Pitzroy,. " iiouce has also ' 
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soloed most of the routes on Cloggy, i n c l u d i n g the Boldest ( 6 a ) . My week
end mountaineering was a walk over C r i c h t on Saturday i n r a i n and m i s t and 
a v i s i t t o the t r o p i c a l gardens a t Tremadoc on Sunday t o do - ''Clapton's 
Crack" (V.S.), and "One step i n the clouds" (V.S.) I v/as also i n v o l v e d 
i n rescuing a climber who took a nasty 50 f t . plus f a l l o f f "Christmas 
Curry" and was n e a r l y cut i n h a l f by a wa i s t t i e . A good case f o r a 
Y/hillan's Harness! 

Overall an e x c e l l e n t and e v e n t f u l v.'eek-end; v;e must include the Vagabonds 
on our guest l i s t f o r the next F.IvI.C. dirmer. 

(Very good C o l i n - but why no mention of your companion a t Dinner? \/e're 
not surprised you r e t i r e d e a r l y ) . 

THE COKVERSIOK OF ST. JOHlvT 
THE PAIIV'TJ]R AND DECORATOR 
(Or how John -ealey, on the road t o Glencoe, discovered the e l i x i r o f 
e f f o r t l e s s Mountaineering). 

And i t cpjue t o pass t h a t as St. John', drove along Loch Lomondside there 
crjne a great b l i n d i n g f l a s h . And a voice spake t o him saying f e a r not, 
f o r thou has not h i t the w a l l , nor h...st thou f o r c e d someone i n t o the 
d i t c h . But I am the V/ay, the T r u t h and the L i g h t . Follow me and thou 
s h a l l t i n h e r i t the UTOPIA of e f f o r t l e s s Mountaineering. 

Arise ye before the cock crows f o r the e i g h t h time and t i e two groat 
planlcs of wood to thy f e e t and seek ye the e v e r l a s t i n g stairv/ay unto the 
Heavens by the smell of the d i e s e l . And take not of the grape, or of the 
hop, or of the b a r l e y d u r i n g the day but seek ye refreshment only a t the 
Brew Shops dedicated t o St. P.H.R., patron s a i n t of tea d r i n k e r s . 

And on the f i r s t day St, John rose before the appointed hour, and was the 
f i r s t up, and the m u l t i t u d e were amazed and miarvelled a t t h i s phenomenon. 
And St. John t o l d them t h a t he had been shown the Way, and he girded, up 
hi s l o i n s w i t h garments v/hich had belonged t o St. Raf, patron s a i n t of 
upside dov/n s k i e r s , saying these s h a l l be my i n s p i r a t i o n . And he v/ent 
f o r t h and found the everlasting; s t a i r w a y and marvelled a t the ease w i t h 
which he ascended the h i l l . 

And he took not o f the grape., nor of the top or b a r l e y , but skied down 
oiTy unto- the brev/ shops, raid HE smiled on St. John k i n d l y and provided 
p r e t t y maidens t o d e l i ; t i t h i s eye as an added bonus and St. John, and h i s 
d i s c i p l e St. Fred were g r a t e f i i l saying, these are much improved on the 
usual j lraazon0 found on the h i l l . 

And on the second dr.y St. John again rose before the cock crowed f o r the 
e i g h t h time, ever thou,':;h the c l a g was dov/n and the r a i n f e l l copiously. 
And the m u l t i t u d e v/ere s u r e l y t r i e d . And they attempted t o reason w i t h him 
saying remember thou the good times we used t o •h.:ve together and of the 
f e s t e r i n g and the t a i l i n g of tho hop a t lui..chtime. 

But St. John spoke a g r i l y t o them^, and smote them w i t h h i s tongue (even h i s 
d i s c i p l e St. Fred i n v/hom the l i g h t was waning i n d i r e c t p r o p o r t i o n t o the 
increase i n wind and r a i n ) saying f e s t e r not i n they smelly p i t s d i i d l e 
bretheren^ oh l a z y swine ( l e t t e r s of r e s i g n a t i o n t o the Secretary please) 
but f o l l o w me f o r I h ve been shov/n the i'ay. By t h i s time the m u l t i t u d e 
were dumbfounded. 

5. 



5 ^ 

And he went f o r t h and a a c r i f i c e d more of h i s sheckles on the a l t a r of 
the e v e r l a s t i n r stairway, even those which he had brought t o pay f o r h i s 
Great Feast, 

And oh the t h i r d day, i n oven gloomier VYeather, St. John rose again even 
though i t './as not opening time and the multitude knew he v/as t r u l y 
converted. 

N.B. There w i l l be a grand sale of clim b i n g gear a t 10 ITorth Fromenade 
St. Annes; soon. 

R.i]rjES;/[BER: .. • 

B E N CAIirBALI; J A C L L Y ' ' T H E TROLL vAlLL" • MAY 1 s t . 

FOR SALE: Hujnanic T y n a f i t lace up Ski boots; i d e a l f o r beginjiers 
One p a i r size 5tj; one p a i r s i z e 3 
Very good c o n d i t i o n . Only A.5 f o r each p a i r . Contact Chris Ileald 

FOR S - ' J J E: Tete Hutchinson SNO. L T ; ; E DUVrT. Large size ; good c o n d i t i o n . 
Red r i p - s t o p outer; b l u e c a i A b r i c i n n e r £25 Contact C l i r i s Heald 

CIRCULAR J. nUIR 

One may fancy the clouds the/.iselv.es a s p l a n t s , 
s p r i n f T n g up i n the s k y i i e l d s a t the c a l l of the sun, 
grov/ing i n beauty u n t i l they reach, t h e i r prime, 
s c a t t e r i n g rair. and i i a i l l i k e b e r r i e s and seeds, 
then v / i l t i n , ; , and dying, 
'./here are t h e r a i n drops now? 
I n v/inged vapour r i s i n g , saie a r e already hastening b a c k t o the sky, 
some have gone i n t o the plants 
creeping tlirough i n v i s i b l e doors i n t o the round rooms of c e l l s , 
some are lock'.d i n c r y s t a l s of i c e , soiio i n rock c r y s t a l s 
some i n p o r o u s morain..E to keep t h e i r ciaall springs f l o w i n g , 
some have gone journ e y i n g on i n the r i v e r s ^ 
to j o i n the l a r g e r r a j . i ' droj) of the ocean. 
TroLi form, to foiva, beauty t o bee.uty 
ever changing, never r e s t i n g . 

NEV'/SPLASH PORTHCOMIMG ATTRACTION 

A t r i p to T h w a l t e s Erev/ery, B l a c k b u r n has been a r r a n g e d f o r 
the n e a r .future. The d a t e w i l l be announced l a t e r . 

o. 


