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-'ant mouuTAmEERmG CLUB 

' , March 1978 

Time gene r a l__g_ce ne S^^^Jjt 

H e l l o , a f t e r t h e l a s t A.G-oi.'l. i t was deci d e d Ghat a new 'heavy-
would be a p p o i n t e d t o d e a l w i t h the g e n e r a l i l l i t e r a c y vi^hich 
seems t o abound w i t h i n the Club„ I t was s a i d t h a t , the s u c c e s s f u l 
a p p l i c a n t s h o u l d have a v/ay w i t h words^ be cunning t o e x t r a c t 
i n f o r m a t i o n and a r t i c l e R f r o m c e r t a i n members^ b u t i f a l l e l s e 
f a i l e d , he sho u l d possess a. c e r t a i n g i f t c a l l e d b l a r n e y t o be able-, 
t o 'v7rite h i s own l e t t e r . I'm g l a d t o say t h e newly o r i b e d e d i t o r , 
c o m p i l e r , cr j u s t g e n e r a l b u l l y has a l l t h i s and much more t o offer„ 
(Read'on f o r more r u b b i s h ) . 

The new Committee h a ^ made i t t h e i r prime aim t o e n t i c e n;iore 
support f o r t h e c l u b , w i t h more s o c i a l s ? (members s l i d e s and more 
members s l i d e s ) But i t v^ould be n i c e t o see a few l o n g l o s t f a c e s 
a t t h e Rangers on a Wednesday n i g h t s 

A c t i w i t y on the h i l l s and cra g s since new year has been q u i t e h i g h , 
s t a r t i n g i n t r u e s t y l e on New Year's Day Vi?ith a hung over ascent o f 
th e Bludgeon AS by n e w me.aber Miss Paul C l a r x e and Rupert, w h i l e 
L o r d A r c h e r was d r i n k i n g h i s way up the Grandes J o r r a s c e s , b ut 
v/eather was a g a i n s t him. John and Barbara Sealey were snowed i n 
abroad w h i l e s k i i n g as were some i n Glencoe. 

H a l f a week and a weekend's v i s i t t o Ben Nevis y i e l d e d W a t e r f a l l 
C u l l y IV ( r e a l l y V ) , Hadrians W a l l V and Smith's r o u t e on Gardaloo 
B u t t r e s s V t o Dave Archer and Rupert. The l a t t e r r o u t e ascended by 
m y s e l f w i t h a h a l f a crampon^ Pauls Reid and C l a r k climbed G l o v e r s 
-Chimney IV and Tower Ridge I I w h i l e P h i l Galey and Robin N o r r i s d i d 
t h e m i a g n i f i c e n t N o r t h East B u t t r e s s . Ex meiaber D o w n h i l l and Andy 
Levjandov^fski c l i m b e d P o i n t P i v e on the Ben a t same time as Mick T a l l e y 

and m y s e l f were t h r u t c h i n g up Ravens G u l l y V on the B u c h a i l l e . 

The same v^eekend George Pa r k e r and Co cl i m b e d s e v e r a l q u i t e d i f f i c u l t 
g u l l i e s and t he f o l l o w i n g day sav^ George, John and Barbara and Tony 
P a r r e l c l i m b t h e Great G u l l y on t h e B u c h a i l l e , . which c o n t a i n e d a few 
ste e p i c e p i t c h e s » ( C o m p e t i t i o n ah) 

ivIORE BEN NEVIS ' • ' • 

N.E>___BUTTRE_SS -_Ben Nevis " Robin N o r r i s & P h i l Caley ,; 

I t l o o k s so i m p r e s s i v e almost 2000' h i g h , steep and d i r e c t t o the. 
summit and i t c e r t a i n l y was a good r o u t e o 

The main d i f f i c u l t i e s were lov;^ down w i t h poor snow on the -ramp up 
t o .the '1st s t e p ' and t h e n a couple o f superb p i t c h e s onto t h e 
r i d g e proper. The f i r s t o f these i n c l u d e d t h e h a r d e s t moves on the 
c l i m b up a s h o r t c o r n e r , and the second was an HiO' i c e f i l l e d chim
ney. 
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Thq middle s e c t i o n was a l l the \my i n t e r e s t i n g never.a p l o d , w i t h • 
s e v e r a l s h o r t i c e p i t c h e s , - ive passed the man t r a p ' on the r i g h t v i a 
a 1^40' i c e w a l l and a n o t h e r s h o r t f r o n t p o i n t i n g chimney l e d t o the 
Su;rimit, and what a sunset! 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE MEî BPRS GOriE? ' ' • ' 2 J i [ a l ^ n 

E e h r u a r y 22nd v.-as the c l u b ' s 29th A.G'.do I w.̂ s d i s a p p o i n t e d a t the 
t u r n o u t . Only kO o f over 150 members attended„ 

T h i s i s the c l u b ' s one and o n l y m a j o r " d e c i s i o n making night„ I t 
must s u r e l y be the d u t y * o f every member t o a t t e n d and express 
o p i n i o n s on f u t u r e c l u b p o l i c y ; t h e e l e c t i o n o f o f f i c e r s , the 
c l u b ' s s o c i a l commitm.ents etc„ o . . c a f t e r a l l i t i s your clubc 

I t i s beyond me why people j o i n the c l u b a t a l l , i f t h e y are not 
going t o g i v e any commitvient t o the clubo I n the way of j o i n i n g the 
comimittee, h e l p i n g a t s o c i a l s and woi'king weekends and what we are 
a l l I n t e r e s t e d i n anyway - m o u n t a i n e e r i n g s S u r e l y i t ^ s not w o r t h 
j o i n i n g the c l u b f o r the 5% d i s c o u n t which we can o b t a i n from most 
c l i m b i n g shops. 

F l e a s e p l e a s e s u p p o r t your c l u b and don't l e a v e i t t o the few,who 
are l e f t t o r u n e v e r y t h i n g time and t i m e a g a i n . 

Look f o r ways ^^ou can h e l p , e s p e c i a l l y socialSo T h i s i s •/•here 
s u p p o r t i s most needed, i n a t t e n d a n c e and i n p r o v i d i n g m a t e r i a l , 
u s u a l l y s l i d e s . Most members take c o l o u r s l i d e s . Some p r o b a b l y 
o f areas not o f t e n v i s i t e d by the c l u b . I f you could show a few 
s l i d e s t h a t need only take up 15 minutes or so, i t would be miost 
v/elcomeo- Such a c t i v i t i e s on a Wednesday n i g h t a t the Rangers would 
h o p e f u l l y i n c r e a s e attendance and b r i n g t h e c l u b t o g e t h e r more., 
Any members who can co-operate i n t h i s way, should c o n t a c t t h e 
s o c i a l s e c r e t a r y , Dave Sharpies^ .. 

Our c l u b has never been i n a b e t t e r p o s i t i o n b o t h f i n a n c i a l l y and 
i n a m o u n t a i n e e r i n g sense, '.''/e have-extremei c l i m b e r s ; marathon , 
Vifalkers and r u n n e r s ; o r i n t e e r s ; p o t h o l e r s ; s k i e r s , a l l who e n j o y 
t h e / b e n e f i t s o f two e x c e l l e n t h u t s i n the Lakes, and r e c i p r i c a l 
r i g h t s w i t h c l u b s i n Wales. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e c l u b , r e g u l a r l y 
a t t e n d B o i ' U C o m e e t i n g s , p u t t i n . g f o r w a r d ^ o u r viev/So Meets are-
a r r a n g e d i n many areas o f the c o u n t r y , w i t h many members v e n t u r i n g 
out t o the b i g g e r ranges abroad^ . . . . 

I hope what I have s a i d b i t e s deep i n t o the consciences o f the many 
members, whom we ngver see a t the c l u b or on the hill„ 

Come on, show y o u r s e l v e s , j o i n i n the funo T h i s i s a good c l u b ^ 
l e t s make 1978 our most a c t i v e year e v e r , w i t h every member con
t r i b u t i n g i n some way„ I n those o f t e n heard words: ''This i s your 
c l u b , and i t s success depends on what you make of i t " . 

WINTER^. BLOOPY__VVINTERl . By M. T o l l e y 

My main o b j e c t o f the w i n t e r vas Raven's G u l l y , a Grade 5 snow and 
i c e c l i m b . The f i r s t o b j e c t i v e was t o f i n d someone t o l e a d i t , 
t h i s was cracked w i t h a choice o f Dave Ar c h e r , Rupert and Rick Reeves„ 
v'/e s e t o f f one weekend f o r Glencoe i n my V c W „ Van. The weather 
Yi/asn't v e r y good, b u t s t i l l we s e t o f f t o have a l o o k , b u t , the 
snow "-was u n c o n s o l i d a t e d , v e r y - l i t t l e .ice and t h e r e was a stormy 
wind b u i l d i n g up. S t i l l , i f we c a r r i e d on up Great G i l l y , a t 
l e a s t we v/ould get t o the t o p o f the mountain and do a r o u t e , so.. 
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we c o n t i n u e d s o l o i n g o By t h i s t i m e , the w i n d was r e a l l y s t r o n g 
-V ,', and we Y^ere l i t e r a l l y "blown out o f the t o p o f the g u l l y . On the 
- . " summit r i d g e now, h u t a l l t h o u g h t s of the t o p Y^ere r i d i c u l o u s , i t 

was j u s t a m a t t e r o f s u r v i v a l and descent out of the wind as ciuick 
as p o s s i b l e ^ V i s a h i l i t y was n i l as the snoY/ and i c e p a r t i c l e s were 
b e i n g blown d i r e c t l y i n t o our f a c e s . No one had an M.L.C„ who was 

. t o get us downjJ! Back down the g u l l y was suggested, b u t t h a t would 
•J have been bad, so out w i t h my compass, a scream ( t o make m y s e l f heard, 

not t o g i v e m y s e l f c o n f i d e n c e ) o f f o l l o w me l a d s ^ I " set o f f , a t 
• l e a s t I Y/ould l e a d the descent, even i f I c o u l d n ' t l e a d the ascento 

About 20 minutes l a t e r * w e a r r i v e d a t the head of the descent c o u l o i r , 
or at l e a s t what I t h o u g h t m'as the c o u l o i r ^ I . c o n f i d e n t l y t o l d the 
l a d s t h i s was i t and stepped t o one s i d e and l e t them descent f i r s t . . 
For about 1,000 f e e t j , v/e vi/ent downface i n • i t h our eyes shut and 
not knowing i f t h e r e was g o i n g t o be a s t e e p s t e p or n o t , u n t i l 
f i n a l l y we a r r i v e d I n the s h e l t e r e d p a r t of the c o u l o i r and were 
able t o descend i n a more e l d e r l y and p r o f e s s i o n a l manner. We had 
a meal i n the van,' w i t h the sno\ s t a r t i n g t o d r i f t on the r o a d . 

,! O f f t o the pub we agreed, b u t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , the van stopped, the 
b l i z z a r d blew and Y;e became s t u c k f r o m the Saturday n i g h t u n t i l 
Monday n i g h t ! ! Can you imagine b e i n g s t u c k i n a van f o r a l l t h a t 
time w i t h Rupert!! E v e n t u a l l y the storm eased and Y.'e were b r o u g h t 

; home by the A.A. 

L i k e the t i t l e , 'Winter, Bloody Winter.. 

WINTER, FABULOUS WINTER. . M. T o l l e y 

O f f t o Glen Goe a g a i n , t h i s time on the Annual Meeto S t i l l g o t 
Rupert as my p a r t n e r and s t i l l Y^ant t o do Ravens. T h i s time t h e 
Y/eather i s c l e a r and c o l d w i t h n o t much wind^ Up Great G u l l y a g a i n 
t o t h e f o o t o f the r o u t e . The r o u t e d e s c r i p t i o n i s t y p i c a l l y 
S c o t t i s h i . e , 600 ft„ approXc 12 p i t c h e s , a l l hard and most r e q u i r i n g 
odd rope movemientSo The f i r s t p i t c h v/as banked up so I soloed up 
t h a t and p r e p a r e d a b e l a y about 5 0 - f t below the f i r s t p i t c h . T h i s 
i s t u r n e d on the l e f t , w i t h a r i n g peg f o r a i r h i g h round the edge,'' 
Rupert p u l l e d u p j w i t h crampons s c r a t c h i n g and t a k i n g on a ' t h i n • 
veneer of i c e , and s l i p p e d i n t o the peg, a t which p o i n t a s m a l l 
s p i n d r i f t a v a l a n c h came s l u s h i n g doY/n over the edge of the chock-
s t o n e , the updrought i n the g u l l y t h e n t o o k a good p r o p o r t i o n back 
up over the chockstone and thus back doYm a g a i n , and t h e n back up 
and so on. A l l t h i s w i t h Rupert i n the middle of i t , g asping f o r 
b r e a t h and f u r i o u s l y t r y i n g t o get back down a g a i n , Y/hich he e v e n t u a l l y 
d i d by u n c l i p p i n g and d r o p p i n g back doYm. Not a v e r y good opening 
I t h o u g h t . A f t e r a r e s t and a f a g , Rupert t r i e d a g a i n , and t h i s t i m e , 
minus s p i n d r i f t , he made i t and d i s a p p e a r e d upwards. My t u r n t o f o l l o w , 
th e .chockstone move was s t r e n u o u s , b u t w i t h no s p i n d r i f t , n o t bad. 
Above, the rope d i s a p p e a r e d up v e r t i c a l poY/der snov;! ! 1 c l i m b e d , 
t r y i n g not t o stand on my f e e t or p u l l on my arms, .and e v e n t u a l l y 
f e l l i n t o a cave where Rupert v/as b e l a y e d , I l o o k e d a t the n e x t b i t , 
a t i g h t chimney, a s m a l l chockstone, m i n i m a l i c e j b o t h w a l l s b a d l y 
s c r a t c h e d by crampons, and a f t e r t h a n a t h i n l y i c e d v e r t i c i a l groove. 
O b v i o u s l y a n o t h e r good p i t c h f o r Rupert t o g a m e x p e r i e n c e on! so 
I l e t him l e a d i t . T h i s was a hard p i t c h and took about I t hours„ 
At the end, a n o t h e r cave b e l a y . T h e . g u l l y was opening out a l i t t l e 
so i t was about time I had a go up f r o n t . A t r a v e r s e l e f t , i n t o a 
groove, up the groove, n o t v e r y good snoY/, out l e f t ^ s w i n g i n g on 
ye t a n o t h e r chock and a n a s t y l u r c h i n t o a l a y b a c k p o s i t i o n ? At t h i s 
p o i n t , I thought t h i s i s s t u p i d and p r o m p t l y s t a r t e d b r i d g i n g ! A ' 
l o n g snow slope now l e d o f f , up t o the r i g h t , b u t , when I got near 
the t o p I saY; i t was the d i r e c t f i n i s h , a 150' v e r t i c a l chimney w i t h 
no i c e and a l a r g e chockstone a t the t o p , . Not a goer i n these 

- 3 -



c c ^ n d i t i o n s , so "back down t o the groove and a t o t t e r y move out l e f t 
t o reach a s e r i e s o f grooves and c o r n e r s on the l e f t w a l l . The next 
p i t c h went up grooves d i r e c t l y above ne, so the snow t h a t Rupert 
d i s l o d g e d , l a n d e d on my head. Rupert was s t a r t i n g t o swear inbetween 
g r u n t s , so I spent my tme l o o k i n g a t the f r a g i l e b e l a y and the space 
beloY/o Rupert, got up the p i t c h , and found a good b e l a y , my p r a y e r s 
have" been answered, and I climbed up. A r e a l l y 'awkward and n a s t y -' 
p i t c h and a good l e a d by Rupert. • I c a r r i e d on l e a d i n g , t r y i n g t o • 
c l i m b s a f e l y and f a s t , as we o n l y had about 1 hour o f d a y l i g h t l e f t . 
A f t e r about 100' of s t e e p mixed ground, w i t h more placements i n 
f r o z e n grass than i c e and no p r o t e c t i o n , I a r r i v e d above, the chock
stone o f the d i r e c t s * J u s t one p i t c h t o go and a n o t h e r good b e l a y -
guess what - a threadedchock. Up comes Rupert and found the o f f 
w i d t h overhanging 5 - 1 7 c r a c k which i s o n l y about 15' h i g h . O f f came 
Rupert's sac., s t i l l no go. Combined t a c t i c s I t h i n k I s a i d and gave 
Rupert a hump up by h i s a n k l e , s t i l l n ot h i g h enough and s p i n d r i f t 
coming down c a l l e d f o r more e f f o r t , so I f i n i s h e d up w i t h Rupert 
swearing a t the top o f h i s v o i c e and s t a n d i n g on my hands ( w i t h • - *• 
crampons onl J) b u t , he was up. My t u r n w i t h two sacs, s i m p l e , I 
p u l l e d up on the rope and n e a r l y b u r s t a g u t , b u t we're up and i t 
was dark. Omvards t o the top,, t o a b e a u t i f u l m o o n l i t n i g h t , 
a b s o l u t e l y f a n t a s t i c , and back t o the h u t s t i l l with•crampons on. 

A r e a l l y memorable and e n j o y a b l e c l i m b which was w o r t h a l l the 
problems. R i g h t , what's next? ( S k i n g r a f t s on hands and back ED.) 

C o f f i n ' 01 imbinR ^^JQ.^I.^.AL9i^^ 

T u r n i n g a s u f f e r e d p u r p l e , body bent double w i t h repeated spasms, ' 
I coughed and coughed and coughed: g r e a t gobs of f l e m , l u n g 
l i n i n g , b i t s o f b r e a k f a s t and o l d t e e t h \;/ere s p a t t e r e d over the 
snow. I l o o k e d towards the summit of Ben Nevis d e s p a i r i n g l y and a 
deep h a t r e d of a l l smokers f l o o e d t h r o u g h me, I had smoker's 
cough and- I DON'T EVEN BLOODY JELL SMOKEJ 

• I made m y s e l f v e r y i l l a t a t e n d e r age by s m o k i n g ' g r a i n f i l l e d 
s t r a w and ever s i n c e have c o n s i d e r e d smoking t o be a" v i l e , a n t i 
s o c i a l and b a r b a r o u s h a b i t and y e t I always seem t o be saddled 
w i t h n i c o t i n e a d d i c t e d c l i m b i n g p a r t n e r s . • • ... 

My f i r s t companion on r o c k was Steve v/ho-was a committed 60 a day 
man. Not.unusual i n the g l o r i o u s p o l l u t e d s i x t i e s , when smoking 
was a man's game and d i d n ' t harm your h e a l t h . The h a r d e r the 
r o u t e , the more Steve'smokedo A v e r y hard r o u t e was never f i n i s h e d 
because i n v a r i a b l y n i g h t f e l l b e f o r e he c o u l d wheeze t h r o u g h the 
r e q u i r e d number o f f a g s . I graded r o u t e s i n those days as 5? 10? 
15 f a g s or unsmokable„ Steve a l s o spat r e p e a t e d l y ' v^rhen g r i p p e d 
and my helmet s t i l l bears the tobacco s t a i n s . I d i d n ' t c l i m b w i t h 
Steve f o r v e r y l o n g . 

Graham was more r e f i n e d and l i k e d t o p e r f o r m on r o c k w i t h a . 
c e r t a i n s t y l e and c l a n . One day a t Tremadoc w h i l s t ' i n d u l g i n g i n 
a r a t h e r t o o d e m o n s t r a t i v e e x h i b i t i o n o f r o c k b a l l e t he f e l l o f f 
and much t o the a d m i r i n g a u d i e n c e ' s . d e l i g h t , was e n g u l f e d i n a 
plu:7ie o f b l u e s u l p h u r o u s smoke. iVIoral: f a l l i n g c l i m b e r s h o u l d not 
c a r r y box o f matches i n pocket. 

Over the years I have spent many a l o n g e v e n i n g , n o t i n the pub 
where I should be, b u t g r o p i n g down some a p a l l i n g w a l k - o f f i n the 
.dark ~ i n e v i t a b l y t o r c h l e s s . Vvithout e x c e p t i o n t h i s is., the r e s u l t 
o f c l i m b i n g v ; i t h a n i c o t i n e a d d i c t s C o n t r a r y t o e x p e c t a t i o n s , 
smokers, can walk as f a s t as normal people b u t when they get t o the 
f o o t of 'the c l i m b , l o o k i n g g r e y and e m i t t i n g a n o i s e l i k e s h i n g l e 
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drav/n down t h e heach by a heavy sea, they slump down d e s p a i r i n g l y , 
fumble f o r the l i f e - g i v i n g weed^ l i g h t up and pass out f o r t h e next 
30 minuteSo G r a d u a l l y consciousness i s r e g a i n e d and the ro\±e i s 
att e m p t e d bu the performance i s r e p e a t e d a t each stance: y/ild-eyed 
and draYm he c o l l a p s e s onto the s t a n c e , b e l a y s ( t h o s e who don't 

5 i n h e r i t the immediate b e l a y response^ d i e a t an e a r l y age), reaches 
\r h i s f i x v^fith trem.bling hands and a g a i n goes i n t o coma. T h i s 

side-show can be p l e a s a n t l y d i v e r t i n g , even amusing f o r the non-
; smoker, p a r t i c u l a r l y on warm drovifsy days when b o t h c l i m b e r s may 
j g e n t l y slumber away the a f t e r n o o n . But, Yv'hen i t ' s f i l t h y wet and 

c o l d and your t u r n fol? the l e a d , f a g - t i m e a t stances can be 
; e x a s p e r a t i n g , i f n o t i n f u r i a t i n g ^ Hov/ever, the t e m p t a t i o n t o 

thr o w the o f f e n d i n g d r u g i n t o the v o i d i s not a d v i s a b l e : your 
p a r t n e r may q u i c k l y t u r n i n t o a r a v i n g maniac i n t e n t on murderous 

; revenge o r , more l i k e l y , a weeping leave-m.e-here-I-can't-go-on 
1 v;reck= N e i t h e r c o n d i t i o n i s l i k e l y t o speed up your advance t o 
' •.the pubc 

The i n e v i t a b l e accompaniment t o Smoke-gets-in-my-eyes i s the 
w r a c k i n g cough. S t r u n g out on a d e l i c a t e move or hanging weakly 
f r o m an i n s e c u r e ice-hammer, i t i s n o t c o m f o r t i n g t o know t h a t the 

.desperate r a s p i n g coughs and death r a t t l e s p r o j e c t e d f r o m below are 
those o f your t r u s t y companion. Bent double as w i t h t e r m i n a l con
v u l s i o n s he r e p e a t e d l y j e r k s the ro p e , c o m p l e t e l y i n s e n s i t i v e t o 
the. j i b b e r i n g j e l l y p o i s e d p r e c a r i o u s l y above. ( v i c e v e rsa l a s t 
t i m e ED.) • 

Bob, a f r i e n d of many a smoke f i l l e d a d v e n t u r e , i s f o r t u n a t e l y n o t 
a c i g a r e t t e smoker b u t he does have a weakness f o r p i p e s . W h i l s t 
n o t as o f f e n s i v e as c i g a r e t t e s , p i p e smoking i s much more o f a 

: r i g m a r o l e i n v o l v i n g l o t s of b i t s and p i e c e s and a p a r t i c u l a r t e c h -
' n i c a l e x p e r t i s e i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e t o the laymian. Now Bob i s a g r e a t 

chap t o be w i t h i n the h i l l s b u t he i s t o t a l l y and c o m p l e t e l y d i s 
o r g a n i s e d : som.ething i s always l e f t b e h i n d . I t may be the b i v i - b a g , 
the s t o v e , the food^ but as l o n g as the pipe smoking equipment i s w i t h 
us, we can m.anagOo F o r g e t the smoking gear and you m.ight as w e l l pack 
up and go heme. 

T y p i c a l o f the trauma i n v a r i a b l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Bob i s the f o l l o w i n g 
e p i sode, p l a y e d out on the 5 hours walk up t o the Romantaire h u t i n 
the Dauphine Alps. Bob, s t a r t i n g y e t a n o t h e r doomed 'I'm g i v i n g up 
smoking' campaign, has, vowed t o make i t t o the hut w i t h o u t a p i p e 
s t o p . A f t e r 3^ hours, the w i t h d r a w a l p a i n s are t o o much and he 

• c o l l a p s e s : "can't go on w i t h o u t a p i p e " . Rucsac i s opened i n • 
s m i r k i n g a n t i c i p a t i o n . Hand rummiages around i n sac "That's funny". 
Rucsacs p o c k e t s are i n v e s t i g a t e d : Bob sm.iles as matches appear. 
F u r t h e r rummaging w i t h j u s t a h i n t o f d e s p e r a t i o n "I'm sure I put 
i t i n t he sac". Numerous pockets i n a b s u r d l y i l l - f i t t i n g s a l o p e t t s 
are p a t t e d and then opened. "My God, where i s i t ? " • Rucsac i s a g a i n 
r e s o r t e d t o and the t o p items are f l u n g o u t . Suddenly a g r e a t s i g h 
of r e l i e f and the p i p e ^ m i r a c u l o u s l y i n t a c t , i s produced t r i u m p h a n t l y . 

Two o f the t h r e e v i t a l i n g r a d i e n t s have been found and I heave mys e l f 
f o r the f i n a l a c t o f the o f f - r e p e a t e d drama. 

Once a g a i n t h e search i s commenced. Rucsac rummage, no tobacco: 
rucsac pockets^ no: p o c k e t s , h a t , u n d e r p a n t s , no. "Oh my God, Oh 
my God" i s r e p e a t e d over and over a g a i n l i k e some p r i m i t i v e d i r g e . 
A l l p e r s o n a l pockets are f e r v e r e n t l y emptied and f i n a l l y the e n t i r e 
c o n t e n t s o f the c a r e f u l l y packed rucsac are dragged out and h u r l e d t o 
the ground i n a l a s t d e s p a i r i n g p a n i c . I s t a r t t o c r y q u i e t l y , 
r e s i g n e d t o w a l k i n g back down a l l those thousands o f feet„ 
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Sujdenlys a g r e a t r o a r o f d e l i g h t and the t i n o f tobacco i s produccL 
f r o m .a D a c h s t e i n m i t t . "Funny., don't re.ne.iiber p u t t i n g i t tbere'' he 
says as h i s eyes c l o s e onto a n i c o t i n e heaven. I o u i e t l y sob i n t o 
the .snow. ' . ' 

The nervous s t r a i n , n o t t o mention the c l o u d s o f second h'md t a r -
l a d e n smoke i n h a l e d , o f years o f c l i m b i n g w i t h n i c o t i n e a ddicts.was 
f i n a l l y b r o u g h t t o a chocking head, by f o u r days e n f o r c e d encampment 
i n a snow-bound, s m o k e - f i l l e d V . W . Dormobile on Rannock Moor. Mick 
nnd R i c k s u r v i v e d and may, when tim e has healed the wounds, f e e l up 
t o r e c o u n t i n g the s o r d i d saga. I was permanently d i s a b l e d v j i t h a, 
permanent smokers cough and, "so h e l p me, I ' l l t h r o t t l e , the next 
person who p a t r i o n i s i n g l y s .. s "You know, i f . you o n l y smoked a. l i t t l e 
l e s s o...oo.oo''' (cominent the d o c t o r t o l d him i t was a v i r u s , n o t h i n g 
t o do w i t h smioke) Yours t r u l y . 

1 8 t h / l 9 t h February 

Below f r e e z i n g t e m p e r a t u r e s g r e e t e d the t e n "jnembers who made the 
j o u r n e y n o r t h on day c l e a r roads. 3 S a t u r d a y dawned f i n e and c l e a r 
and most people headed f o r C o r r i e Mam B e i t h . John and Barbara • 
climbed Arch G u l l y and found i t h a r d e r i n p a r t s t h a n a n t i c i p a t e d , 
b u t , v e r y e n j o y a b l e n e v e r t h e l e s s . I n an a t t e m p t t o a v o i d the 
d e r i s i v e comments which a t t e n d e d h i s e f f o r t s l a s t year, the- T r e a s u r e r 
surrounded h i m s e l f w i t h f o u r o t h e r s t a l w a r t s and a great-amount of 
equipment f o r a mass a s s a u l t on JMorth V/est G u l l y . The r o u t e , which 
passes t h r o u g h v e r y i m p r e s s i v e rock scenery was enjoyed by all„ Tony 
miaking a f i n e l e a d on an awkward b i t near the top„ A f t e r m e e t i n g up 
w i t h John and Barbara on the sumriit, the p a r t y t r a v e r s e d the r i d g e i n 
b r i l l i a n t sunshine. Meanwhile, back on t h e B u a c h a i l l e j Rupert and 
Mick spent a l l day h i d i n g - f r o m the sun i n Raven's G u l l y , o n l y emerging 
a t sundown f o r a m o o n l i g h t descent back t o the hut., Lack o f s u f f i c i e n t 
snow and i c e cover added t o the d i f f i c u l t i e s o f t h i s a l r e a d y fi.erce 
Grade V . 

Dinner W3S accompanied by a 1973 Chateau neuf du Bodkan, served 
c h i l l e d . : • 

On Sunday, h a v i n g a l r e a d y a t t r a c t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n as ' 
p r o b a b l y the o n l y c l i m b e r i n the g l e n wearing " n a i l s " , Dave decided 
t o share the Beinn a B h e i t h i r r i d g e w i t h Cherry and B a r r y r\nd the 
hard c l i m b i n g duo accompanied thei.a doYm the g l e n f o r " No. '6 g u l l y i n 
C o r r i e Nan B e i t h . John, Barb -ra, Tony, Pete and George d e c i d i n g t h a t 
Sunday was a B u a c h a i l l e day made f o r Great G u l l y , 7\lthough the s o f t 
snow a t the t o p becam.e very t e d i o u s , t h i s i s a s p l e n d i d r o u t e which 
b e l i e s i t s modest I g r a d i n g ; as g a t h e r i n g c l o u d s g r e e t e d t h e i r a r r i v a l 
on t h e summit r i d g e , a r a p i d descent v;as miad̂ e back t o the c o t t a g e . 
The next hour was spent h u n t i n g f o r the key - t h i s f i n a l l y b e i n g 
t r a c k e d down i n B a l l a c h u l i s h . I t was here a l s o t h a t the p a r t y met 
Mick and Rupert who pronounced t h e i r c l i m b "a piece o f d u f f " . But 
e x t r e m e l y good. 

An e n j o y a b l e v-'eekend a l t o g e t h e r , remem.bered f o r the superb weather 
and Y>/ell i n f o r m e d chat w i t h thanks t o our h o s t s S o M . C . 

Ladi.5.s_jeeke_nd_ March 11 t h / l 2 1 h _ . S t a i r 

The -party o f 6 inet as arranged a t Ravenstone and Skiddaw was 
ascended v i a U l l o c k Pike and Long Side. Cockup was avoided on the. 
descent, J h i t e w a t e r Dash v / a t e r f a l l b e i n g v i s i t e d i n s t e a d . 
Sunday, j o i n e d by Chri's, Causey Pike was c l i m b e d , b l i z z a r d c o n d i t i o n s 
b e i n g e x p e r i e n c e d on E e l Crag; the Y o r k s h i r e s e c t i o n h a v i n g done t h i s 
i n b e t t e r weather on t h e Saturday. By the v;ay, what d i d the c l i m b e r s 
do t h a t weekend? 
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