
FYLDE MOUNTAINEERING CLUB 

NEWSLETTER A p r i l 1982 

SPECIAL A.G.M. EDITION 

EDITOR'S NOTES 
Another A.G.M. passes i n t o h i s t o r y and i n Lhe sober l i g h t of morn 

we take stock. 
Our f i r s t lady chairperson, the S t a i r Kut to be demolished and 

replaced by a Pizza Parlour and more committees, sub-committees and 
a d v i s o r y coaimittees than we have members-

I t was a l l a b i t much f o r the e d i t o r who r a t h e r l o s t t r a c k of t h i n g s . 
Anyway I've done my best t o piece i t a l l together and i t s i n the f o l l o w i n g 
pages somewhere, along w i t h a l l the usual rubbish-

Take a deep breath and best of l u c k . 

NEW MEMBERS 
The f o l l o w i n g are welcomed as i n t r o d u c t o r y members 
M, Donnelley, 7 Heaton Mount Ave„, Fulwood, Preston, 
K. Seddon, 1^9 Marsden Road, Blackpool. 
B. McNeill, 15? St. Anne's Road East, Lytham. 
Br i a n and A l i s o n Hudson, Smithy House, Smithy Lane, Stalmine, 

FULL MEM^RS Blackpool. 

Terry O'Neill 
Tom Knowles 
Brian Nelson 
Dave Chadwick 
E r i c Haymon 
Andy D u n h i l l 
Glen S h i r l e y . 

HELLO SAILOR 
Those two c r u s t y o l d s a l t s , Ray Varloy and Iteive Earle inform me 

th a t they w i l l be a danger t o shipping i n the F i r t h of Clyde from the 
2 ^ t h A p r i l t o the 1 s t May when they spend a week's holiday a f l o a t i n a 
6 b e r t h S a i l i n g Cruiser. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y one t h i r d of the crew, George Pai-ker, remembering the 
T i t a n i c , has jumped ship w e l l i n advance and the lads would l i k e to f i l l 
the f o u r empty bunks and extend a welcome t o anyone wishing to j o i n them» 
Experience before the mast or even a f t e r the mast would be handy but i s 
not e s s e n t i a l and non s a i l o r s need not be deterred,. 

Don't wait f o r the press p;ang t o coiiio f o r you. 
Contact Lfeive Earle Poulton 390283 

or Ray Varley Fleetwood 7 7 ^ 2 8 . 

THE ADVERTS 
A nice l e t t e r a r r i v e d from Debbie Mabbett the other day, and I am 

happy t o report t h a t the young lady i s s t i l l g i v i n g thp:a^H*^!! '"^it S n i T f - > i ^ - : : . L 
H o s p i t a l and hopes t o be w e l l enough t o go home permanently i n the not too 
d i s t a n t f u t u r e . 

G r a t e f u l thanks are extended to a l l those associated w i t h the 
sponsored run and Debbie i s hoping to go to the Alps some time i n 1983-

Clifflbing however i s out and consequently Debbie i s o f f e r i n g her 
gear f o r sale - see o v e r l e a f : 
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7 nuts - 2 Hexentrics - 7 + 5 ) 
1 Moac - 2 - - ) 
k Hocks - 7" 1,3, + wired , ) 

Ice Axe + flnmuer Ho l s t e r s - New - o f f e r s . 
1 S t i t c h Plate - Salewa - as new .-,-'̂2 , _ 
Ice Axe - Stubai - used once - £10. 
1 Pair Berghaus g a i t e r s - ii3-
1 P a i r , Size 7, R i g i d Soled Boots - -^0 = 
1 P a i r , size 7 i ^not zinxed) E , 3 ' s -
1 Long John V/et S u i t (Medium) + Boots (6-7) - as new - £15. 

FUTURE MEETS 
2-3rd A p r i l 
17-l8th A p r i l 
l - 3 r d May 

It 

8-9th May 
l 6 t h May 
22-23rd May 
29-31st I'-Iay 
12-13th June 

20th June 

21st A p r i l 
28th A p r i l 

Family Weekend - S t a i r 
Working V/eekend - L i t t l e Langdale 
South Wales Camping D. Earle 
Family Weekend - S t a i r 

P„Caley Clev„85^521 

Working Weelcend 
Coach Meet D. 
Members' Meet -
Arran Camping-
Lakes 3000 

Poulton 890283 

B'pool 57867 - S t a i r S, Sv/indells 
, Smith B'pool 5̂ >173 
S t a i r J„W±seman Clev,82659^ 
S, Swindells B'pool 67867 

B.Wilkinson FLeotwood 2^9^ 
& Martin Pickup Longridge 3158 

Coach Meet, Rydal t o I'hrekeld B.Nicholl Clev=S69950 

SOCIALS : BUCCANEER 8..30pm 
Skye Audio/Visual Paul Robinson 
New Zealand Lewis Baker. 

HUT AVAILABILITY 
A p r i l l 6-17th 

23-24th 
" 30, IsL 
" 50th, 1 

May 7~8th 
I ' l - l ^ t h 
21-22nd 
28~5th June 
28-30th 

June 11-12'th 
lo-.19th 

.. • 25-26th 
July•2~3rd 

9-lOth 
9-lOth 
l 6 t h - 1 7 t h 
23-24th 
30-31st 

V/orking Weekend Lan,:';dale 
S t a i r 

2nd May Family '̂ -'eolcend Langdale 
2nd my S t a i r 
Working weekend S t a i r 
Langdalo 
S t a l l ' - 'ie rn b o r ̂  Mo t: t: 
Langdalo (Whit week) 
Whit V/eekend S t a i r 
S t a i r C-h Peaks) 
Lanr,dale 
Hut to Kut 
Langdale 
Family Weekend Lanr-.dale 
S t a i r 
Langdale ( r a i l : T"ioe and f e l l race) 
S t a i r 
Langdale = 

THE A..G.M, 
Encouraging t o see a s l l g h l l . y h i g l i e r t u r n out thaa l a s t year and 

some f a i r l y l i v e l y debates on one or two issuos, though i.?lder i^iembers 
seem disappointed t h a t vie never seem to -^et any f i g h t s these days^ 

Coiiimittee ~ 
O f f i c e r s 

Cjiairman 
Vice Chairman 
Secretary 
Booking Secretary 
L i t t l e Langdale Hut 
S t a i r Hut Secretary 
Treasurer 

:jecy 

Members - Eddie Craig, Dave Laycocl 
Paul Reid. 

Uai'bara Scaley 
M a r t i n Dale 
Dave Earle 
John Wiseman 
P h i l Caley 
St.evo Sv/iiidolls 
Oa V c G r e e L i ha I ; d 1 -

Don N i c h o l , Pet-r R a f f e r t y , 

/...,.„.3 



- 5 -

Hut Dues and S\;b5. To remain the same but committee empowered t o 
introduce three separate charges f o r members, members' guests and 
outside p a r t i e s . 

The Club may s h o r t l y enter the timber business when two t r e e s f a l l 
on L i t t l e Langdale Cottage. Committee to a s c e r t a i n i f t h i s i s a r e a l 
danger and take preventive, measures, i f necessary. 
Ma.jor extension and a l t e r a t i o n s proposed at S t a i r ^ Cost uncertain 
but f i g u r e s a J high as £9,000 mentioned. Opinion d i v i d e d on t h i s issue 
but general f e e l i n g t h a t S t a i r needs e x t e r n a l appearance improving and 
possible work on r o o f , S\>.b-committee formed to examine f e a s i b i l i t y 
of these proposals and t o r e p o r t back to main committee and an E x t r a 
o r d i n a r y General Meeting, 
Coach Meets s t i l l i n c reasing i n p o p u l a r i t y but tux^n-out s t i l l l a r g e l y 
dependant on e f f o r t s of organiser. 
Season Ticket f o r huts was suggested f o r anyone who f e e l s t h e i r hut 
usage warrants t h i s . 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , For the t h i r d year rujming the Committee was requested 
to update the C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
Memberships f o r under l 8 s was again discussed^ 'Tlic main problem i s 
insurance f o r t h i s age group and the l i a b i l i t y the Club may face i n the 
event o f accident. Tiie Secretary has pursued a number o f l i n e s of 
o.nquiry and no s a t i s f a c t o r y answer can be found-

The Lady Chairperson conducted business i j i a most e f f i c i e n t manner 
and the meeting was concluded long before l a s t orders. 

PICK fiEEVE LIVES 
I t now b e f a l l s me to r e l a t e a s t o r y of heroism of such p r o p o r t i o n 

t h a t I fear my humble pen can scarce do i t J u s t i c e . 
Rick Reeve having spent the day alone on the crags of F a i r f i e l d 

was r e t u r n i n g down the icebound slopes o f Grizedale t o a prearranged 
rendezvous v;ith f r i e n d s i n P a t t e r d a l o , Having descended so f a r . Pick, 
v j i t h the u n e r r i n g i n s t i n c t of a n a t u r a l fellsman judged c o n d i t i o n s t o 
be such t h a t progress could s a f e l y be made without the use of crampons, 
removed the sa i d items and t h e r e a f t e r promptly s l i p p e d and broke h i s 
anlcle. . . . 

And so begins an epic worthy o f "Boys' Ov;n Paper'* at i t s most 
i n s p i r i n g . 

With f r e e z i n g darkness f a s t f a l l i n g and i n such pain as can only 
be imagined, our h e r o s p l i n t e d h i s i n j u r y w i t h ice axe lashed by c l i m b i n g 
rope t o the broken limb and began a desperate crawl on hands and knees 
towards the d i s t a n t ' l i g h t s o f f a r o f f P a t t e r d a l e , g i v i n g f o r t h the 
F.M.Ĉ  Alpine d i s t r e s s c a l l as ho went. 

Meanv/hile back at c i v i l i s a t i o n , the r e s t of the p a r t y mindful o f 
the lateness of the hour, the coming of n i g h t and the passage of time 
g e n e r a l l y , began t o got alarmed. The mountain rescue v/ere a l e r t e d 
(again) and Mick T o l l e y , heedless of h i s own s a f e t y set out at t h e i r 
head t o search the dark frozen mountains f o r h i s f r i e n d . 

Fortune,they say, favours the brave; God helps those who help 
themselves, and so i t was on t h i s occasion. Rick's c a l l was heard, 
Mick found Rick or Rick found Mick and what a scene i t must have been, 
( s o r r y about t h a t ) Can we p i c t u r e t h e i r manly embrace i n t h a t moment 
of high emotion? Do we want t o p i c t u r e t h e i r manl^ embrace i n t h a t 
moment o f high emotion? Or any moment f o r t h a t raatterl 

Anyv/ay i n no time at a l l Rick was n h i s way t o h o s p i t a l and a l l 
was -.veil ,..c, or v/as i t ? The t a l e of h i s h o s p i t a l treatment i s another 
s t o r y a l t o g e t h e r . But see the l a d himself f o r that one. You can't 
miss him, he leans a b i t when he walks. 
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BEN NEVIS MEET FEBRUARY 1 9 8 2 , 

Although the F,M.C. had e i g h t beds booked i n the C„I„C. Hut only 
thx'ee hardy - or perhaps - f o o l i s h souls a c t u a l l y took advantage o f 
the f a c i l i t i e s on t h i s occasion. The walk up t o the hut i n heavy 
r a i n - l a t e r snow - was un e v e n t f u l . The next day was one of low cloud 
and strong winds. I t was decided to gain t l i e Carn Hor Doarg areHe by 
the easiest r o u t e Once there we vjere mot by f i e r c e winds which made 
progress extremely slow. I t was necessary t o rope up, put on crampons, 
and more than once v;e were blown o f f our f e e t . The temperature, too, was 
a wee b i t o f f the b o i l , " We managed to gain the summit o f Carn Hor Dearg 
and descended r a p i d l y to the hut„ 

The f o l l o w i n g morning was b e t t e r but w i t h such a l o t o f new snow 
about we r e s t r i c t e d ourselves t o an ascent of Ledge route and a descent 
of No, k g u l l y . That night the clDud l i f t e d and the moon came out t o 
bathe those impressive c l i f f s i n an ey r i e l i g h t . I t made my midnight 
promenade - impelled by the d i c t a t e s of nature •- r e a l l y worthwhile, .. 

The next day we descended r e l u c t a n t l y i n the best c o n d i t i o n s so 
f a r - 'twas ever thus! , . . - . 

Terry O'Neill 

'IN SKPi^On OF SUN' HK 19 - l 4 t h February 1932. 
Yes, wo found itl Not so much snow as i n some memorable bygone 

years when the coach was /snowbound on ivirkstone Pass or when members 
b a t t l e d w i t h b l i z z a r d s and snow d r i f t s on Blea Rigg and High S t r e e t , 
Or, f o r t h a t matter, as much as when tlie shepherd said t h a t ' i t was a 
white, v/hite w orld'. 

Nevertheless, a meet t o be remembered f o r g l o r i o u s s p r i n g sunshine 
and a f a i r covering of f r e s h snow above 2,000 f t , . 

The venue chosen was from Grasmere to Dungeon G h y l l and the t h i r t y -
two people on the coach ( i n c l u d i n g members, f r i e n d s and o f f s p r i n g ) chose 
a v a r i e t y of routes between the p o i n t s , ranging from Easdale, High Raise, 
Sergeant Man and the Langdale Pikes, Some decided t o do the F a i r f i e l d 
Horseshoe and reported even more snow on the eastern s i d e . 

Various groups met on the Langdale Pikes at sunset, w i t h time t o 
watch the colours changing from amber to pink behind the haze from 
Donald's Pipe, 

I n s h o r t , a happy day i n the mountains i n per-fect s p r i n g won.ther 
which should help to encourage the renewed i n t e r e s t i n coach meets, f i l l 
those empty seats and reduce the club subsidy on them, 

J a dowett 

MEMBERS' JiEETS 
A f t e r requests from memibers a t the A.G,M„ and club dinner f o r 

more meets at our'huts v/e are t r y i n g t o provide them on the new 
sy l l a b u s . The f i r s t i s at S t a i r on 21 -22nd Hiay, The idea i s to 
t r y t o create the atmosphire of coach meets f o r a v;holo weekend. 
The v/eekend might go l i k e t h i s - Friday n i g h t : c o n v i v i a l evening 
d r i n k i n g at the Swinside, Saturday do your nvin t h i n g on the h i l l s or 
j o i n i n w i t h o thers, Saturday n i g h t : the pub again i f you wish. 
Sunday: t o the h i l l s again and why not stop at a pub f o r the tea on the 
way homcl The idea i s i n f o r m a l i t y , the j o i n i n or go on your oxm 
but t o t r y t o get the ,hut f u l l o f o l d liiembers. Younger members, new 
members, climbers, walkers, photographers or drinkerso 

J, Wiseman 



COACH NIEET January I082 - Tcbay co Sedbc-r,;,Ii 
A f t e r a week of snow r e p o r t s on the news, but none i n the Fylde, 

Sunday dawned c l e a r and b r i g h t . The coach had been f u l l y booked but 
a few cancelled f o r very genuine reasons, the p r i z e being a member of 
long standing who was w i t h a l o r r y Gtuc'k m a snowdrift i n Oxfordshire,, 

With a l i g h t d u sting of snow on t h e roads and f e l l s and c l e a r blue 
skies the Howgills looked magnifi-cent and m a j e r t i c as v/c drove past„ 
The f i r s t p a r t y l e f t tlie bus at Tebay and went up Uldalo Head t o the 
Calf and down to Scdbergh v/hile soirio added on Cautley Spout» Some 
ran, some skied while most walked. Another p a r t y took the coach 
f u r t h e r along the A. 68.5 and wont up from Lang dale w i i i l o a t h i r d p a r t y , 
which included the f ami l i e s , wi.;nt up BowdcrLlale „ I t wy o v/indy and cold 
on t o p , the views were superb - d e f i n a t o l y a day t o remember., Vh 
concluded the day w i t h a v i s i t to the New H o l l y , 

On-̂ .e coach wo admired .Hrian Wilkinsoji's l>.40,000 moiii-.tain recrea
t i o n s e r i e s map of the Hov;gill Fo.lls.. Thanks t o Bj-ian the club now 
has a supply of these at '^l^y: each a v a i l a h l e from tsio booking Secretary^ 

John VJiseman 


