
THE FoH„C. THREE THQUSANDEliS fffiET^ Ha- t i n Pickup. •''̂  
At 6 piii on 12th June 19o2 i i i o happy band of Pan Achton, Pete 

R a f f e r t y , Eddie Craig, E r i c Maymon and mysell sbrudc into Ivcswick i n 
hif;;h s p i r i t s and e:>:cellent c o n d i t i o n having conip]otod thc^ F..M.(;„ 
Lakes Three Thousanders Meet i n twelve h o u r G „ No, l e t ' n Ije t r u t h f u l , ~' 
l i t e r a r y l i c e n s e can be taken too far,, I t was r;-onc 10 p::i, we w o r e 
p r e t t y knackered (but s t i l l t'̂ oinp,,- strong) a n d we had takeri over s i x t e e n 
hours. A b r i e f r e p o r t o f how we got t h e r e i s | ] ; i v e u bclowo 

The Gunshi.no was dappling t h e F e l l s at 5 afii an v/e p r e p a r e d f o r a 
6 aiii s t a r t a ; u l i t q u i c k l y becainc obvious the riiost ( . i i f l L c u l t p a r i of the 
day might be g e t t i n g the e d i t o r out o f h i s p i t . I t seems he was workino; 
even harder tl i a n usual at h i s " l a i d b a c k approach t o niountaineorinf!;". 
You may have i i o t i c e d t h i s approach - i t IUVOIVOILJ i'eccoi;,ir; ilunros f o r a 
day or two from the beach or pub and then p l a y i n g cra7;y g o l f i n s t e a d . 
He damn near v/orked too hard at i t as the r e s t of u s were i n the car 
park when he r.ianaged t o s t 'gger from the hul:, swigging h i s p i n t of m i l k 
and l o o k i n g d i s t i n c t l y more "dragged through, a hed(^.,o backv/ards'' than 
" l a i d back''. Wj^atever happened t o the Eu Craig I u s e d to i i n o w ? 

V/e set o f f from the Moot H a l l at e i g h t minutes p a s t s i x and by 
qua r t e r past, as we r e t r a c e d our steps c i f t e r a wrong t u r n i n g , i t began 
to look as though bjie second hardest b i t miyht bo J i n d . u i g our v/ay out 
of Keswick. 'The sun shone; h e r e and there wisps of cloud caressed t h e 
F e l l s ; and before 7 am Pani (and Raff.) were down t o their- b i l c i n i s -
r o l l on mid-day I I pushed the pace a l i t t l e aown Borrowdale anxious 
to be s a f e l y passed "The S c a f o l l " before openinp; t i u i o . Hov/ever, at 
Scathv;aite there v/as no w/iy I could /';et i hero p a s t the s i i ' i i d e c l a r i n g t h a t 
"teas, i c e s , sandv.iches" e t c . wore o n sale wichln. Thei'c h a d already 

/ 



been t a l l : o f l y n c h i n g the Meet Leader so I resigned rayself t o the f a c t 
t h a t a n t i c i p a t e d completion time of twolve to f i f t e e n hours was 
o p t i m i s t i c . Pots of tea, ice-cream, choc-ices, scones, saiisage r o l l s , 
tea-calces, e t c . l a t e r , we set o f f up S c a f e l l . Unfortunately,by t h i s time, 
cloud had r o l l e d over the higher F e l l s but i t cleared from the top the 
i n s t a n t we a r r i v e d and we lased i n the sunshine f o r a while enjoying the 
seaward views. The Pike remained clar^bouad. Two down, two t o go. 

Predicted time f o r S c a f c l l Pil:.e was between 12 noon and 2 pm.. 
We a r r i v e d a t approximately 2.30 pni., Fd v i a Foxes Tarn and the r e s t of 
us v i a Broad Stand and the foolhardy but heroic rescue of a nearby crag-
f a s t sheep. 

On again t o Stake Pass v i a Fck ilause and Angle Tarn - s t i l l going 
s t r o n g . Tlie ascent of High Raise doesn't loo), much on the map - ugghh -
don't be f o o l e d . V/e regrouped on the summit but q u i c k l y moved o f f , 
t e e t h c h a t t e r i n g . 

I n view o f the small number t a k i n g part ( e v i d e n t l y most F.M.C. 
members are w e l l balanced, sane i n d i v i d u a l s ) , i t was decided t o ca r r y our 
own food e t c . and not have "feeding s t a t i o n s " . However, Ch r i s s i e I k i n and 
Barry had volunteered t o be at Vv'ythburn a t 3 pm. to give us support. 
There was no s i g n of then ( a t 6 pm) and we made our v;ay along the t r a c k 
but, round the corner, there they were, chcei-y and very welcoming. 
Un f o r t u n a t e l y , they had j u s t po]ished o f f the liot d r i n k s they had brought 
f o r us. S t i l l , the c o l d r i c e tiudditi;';, !!ill-,y Wnyc; c^tc. went down a t r e a t . 

By t h i s t i n e , the enjoyment had begun to go out of the walk a 
l i t t l e - we had already covered 5^ miles and approx. 8,500 f e e t o f ascent 
and s t i l l had t o climb up and down l l e l v e l l y n and walk along the road t o 
Keswick (approx. 12 milesand 2,600 f c t of acent - a f a i r day's v;alk s t i l l 
t o g o). 

I n deference t o the p h y s i c a l and mental c o n d i t i o n of the p a r t y , E r i c 
declared t h a t we would take i t easy u.p H e l v e l l y n - nevertheless we reached 
the summit i n imder an hour and were s i t t i n . j ; i n the bar of the King's Head 
at T h i r l s p o t i n w e l l under two hours. I t ' s perhaps as w e l l he d i d n ' t 
t h i n k we should press on a t a l l speed. A couple of p i n t s went down n i c e 
l y and we were soon marching s w i f t l y dovm the road, minds wonderfully 
concentrated on f i s h and chips. 

T o t a l time taken i n c l u d i n g stops, l 6 hours and l o minutes. 
Distance - ^6 m i l e s ; approx. 11,000 f e e t of ascent and descent. 

Amazingly we were a l l able t o get out of bed the next day. At 
lunchtime E r i c and 1 were s i t t i n g q u a f f i n g out p i n t s i n the King's Arms 

'j ^ t Burton i n a s e l f - s a t i s f i e d , l a i d back s o r t of v;ay v/hen Ed re-appeared 
beamingly h a p p i l y . He looked even core s e l f - s a t i s f i e d than we f e l t . 
Had he managed t o seduce the .'3orving wench, or (more l i k e l y ) been 
seduced by her? Had he j u s t bumpoil i n t o V.'.A, Pouchor i n the car park? 
No, i t was a f a r more magnificent achievement, he'd managed the fo u r 
steps from the gents, without a s s i s t a i c e . 

Thanks t o a l l those club members who o f f e r e d or gave assistance, 
i n p a r t i c u l a r Barry and C h r i s s i e , L i z and k a t l i , Gerry (who was prepared 
t o be at Seathwaite at k am i f we'd opted f o r a midnight s t a r t ) , Glen 
S h i r l e y (a sub twelve hour superstar) f o r advice on l o g i s t i c s and Guy 
Duxbury v/ho provided telephone cover from h i s 'Threlkeld home i n case 
anyone should r e t i r e . 

Also, thanJcs t o Raff, f o r p r o v i d i n g splendid c e r t i f i c a t e s f o r 
the Team. He d i d a very p r o f e s s i o n a l job (courtesy of B.D.P.?) and I 
int e n d t o commission him t o do mea "This i s t o c e r t i f y t h a t M artin 
Pickup has climbed Everest" c e r t i f i c a t e and perhaps one f o r Annapurna. 

A f t e r such a b l i s s f u l (or should i t be b l i s t e r f u l ) experience 
we are now eager t o t r y f u r t h e r epics and the f o l l o w i n g are p o s s i b i l i 
t i e s f o r f u t u r e expeditions :-

1. Orrest Head, w i t l i o u t sherpas ( i f wo can park near enough) 
2. Gumners How from the ice-cream s t a l l , , 
3. A two-day backpacking t r i p f,ro;n Rydal tc Cu-asmere v i a 

Loughrigp Fell,. 


